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Remote Tour Top 10  

1. Fuertes’s Parrot     6.   Blue-winged Mountain Tanager 

2. Mountain Avocetbill    7.   Saffron-headed Parrot 

3. Andean Condor     8.   Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan 

4. Yellow-headed Manakin    9.   Scarlet-and-white Tanager 

5. Baudo Oropendola             10.   Military Macaw 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mitu Extension Top 5  

1. Tawny-tufted Toucanet 

2. Banded Antbird 

3. Red-fan Parrot 

4. Fiery Topaz 

5. Azure-naped Jay 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Tour in Detail 

This, the second run of our newest tour to Colombia, took us into many seldom-explored areas in search 

of an array of rare, special and localised species. Target species were many. Misses were few. Our 

exploits, not to toot our own horns too much, included an astonishing parade of real gems such as Horned 

and Northern Screamers, Lined Quail-Dove, Oilbird, Fiery Topaz, Green-bearded Helmetcrest, Perija 

Metaltail, Black Inca, Rufous-shafted Woodstar, Andean Condor, Moustached Puffbird, Yellow-billed, 

Bronzy, and Paradise Jacamars, White-mantled and Five-colored Barbets, Tawny-tufted Toucanet, 

Orinoco, Greyish, and Chestnut Piculets, Golden-green, Yellow-throated, and Ringed Woodpeckers, 

Barred and Lined Forest Falcons, Military 

Macaw, Fuertes’ss, Saffron-headed, Rose-

faced, and Red-fan Parrots, Golden-plumed 

Parakeet, Bicolored Antvireo, Black and 

Blackish-grey Antshrikes, Yellow-throated, 

Cherrie’s, and Spot-backed Antwrens, 

Banded, Klage’s, Imeri Warbling, Parker’s, 

Bare-crowned, Black-headed, Magdalena, 

Esmeraldas, Stub-tailed, White-plumed, and 

Chestnut-crowned Antbirds, Perija, Choco, 

Magdalena, Tatama, Stiles’s and Pale-bellied 

Tapaculos, Spot-throated and White-chinned 

Woodcreepers, Slender-billed and Rufous-

tailed Xenopses, Point-tailed Palmcreeper, Perija Thistletail, Double-banded Greytail, Spectacled 

Prickletail, Guianan Cock-of-the-rock, Amazonian Umbrellabird, 14 species of manakins (!!!), Choco 

Vireo, Black-collared and Azure-naped Jays, Apolinar’s, White-headed, Stripe-backed, Sooty-headed, 

Niceforo’s, Scaly-breasted, and Chestnut-breasted Wrens, Black Solitaire, Black-hooded and Spectacled 

Lined Quail-Dove by Forrest Rowland 
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Thrushes, Green, Olive, and Baudo Oropendolas, and more than 110 species of tanagers and allies, 

including some of the rarest on Earth.  

 

An important aspect of this tour that reached well beyond just the wonderful multitude of species seen, 

was the adventure itself. Due to the nature of the sites visited, and their locations, we were truly immersed 

in a myriad of cultures, landscapes, and 

habitats representative of the diverse 

Colombian countryside. We came across 

everything from landslides to protests, 

surprisingly delicious rest stop food to folks 

eating things (like ants) that most people 

haven’t even heard of. We had pleasant 

drives and trying ones, smooth flights and 

bumpy ones, easy days and hard days. One 

thing we were never lacking for was the true 

spirit of exploration, as we travelled to the far 

corners of central and northern Colombia!  

 

The tour convened in Bogota, the bustling capital city of Colombia. After meeting up for dinner and 

getting to know one another a bit, we went over the game plan. Our first order of business would be to 

ascend the eastern cordillera of the Andes, in search of one of the most enigmatic hummingbird species 

on Earth – Green-bearded Helmetcrest. A few years ago, Bearded Helmetcrest was formally split into 4 

species. 3 of these are endemic to Colombia. Green-bearded Helmetcrest is only found in the eastern 

cordillera of the Andes, in Colombia, from just south of Bogota to a bit north. Being an inhabitant of 

espletia-heavy paramo from about 2,900-3,500m elevation, this species occupies some of the most scenic 

and interesting high mountain habitats of the 

Andes! A good way to start the tour.  

 

The first species of the tour was Buff-

breasted Mountain Tanager singing its dawn 

song right over the vehicle. Not a bad way to 

start! The endemic Pale-bellied Tapaculo, 

showing spectacularly (some got photos!), 

and Grey-browed Brushfinch were second 

and third. Pretty amazing! Shortly after 

arriving at our target elevation just above 

treeline, and eating a quick field breakfast, we 

were working with a pair of Apolinar’s 

Wrens for views of the ultra-rare hernandezi subspecies. This subspecies is known from only three 

locations, and is a very probable split from the nominate type. With an extra 20% length and weight, very 

unique suite of vocalisations, and preference for treeline and paramo scrub, rather than marshes, it 

Green-tailed Trainbearer by Adam Riley 

Andean Condor by Dušan Brinkhuizen

ab 
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certainly shows some of the requisites for species status. Some of the beauties we came across in this 

same transition zone, heading from temperate forest to paramo, included Andean Siskin feeding on 

minerals in the roadcut next to us, a few male Green-tailed Trainbearers being feisty, a rather responsive 

pair of endemic Silvery-throated Spinetails (that not everyone managed to see, given their skulky nature), 

and the endemic Rufous-browed Conebill which popped up next to the road. Working higher up, we 

spent time with alpine/paramo specialities such as Chestnut-winged Cinclodes, Plain-colored Seedeater, 

Many-striped Canastero, Plumbeous Sierra Finch, and Tawny Antpitta. We enjoyed a spectacular show 

put on by a family of Black-chested Buzzard-

Eagles tussling over a carcass in the high 

grass. Two adults and four youngsters were 

tallied. We scanned the lakes and wetlands 

here, picking up a few species of waterfowl. 

Finally, after a bit of searching, we found our 

main target of the day – Green-bearded 

Helmetcrest! The paramo habitat it prefers is 

as interesting as the bird itself, which is rather 

habitual and sedentary, sticking to feeding 

from a few blossoms of its host plant, the 

Frailejon (Espletia). The scenic drive and 

relatively open terrain made this a fine 

activity to get us started.  

 

From Sumapaz, we headed West to Reserva Natural Chicaque to visit the hummingbird feeders there 

before our flight to Valledupar. Though only 8 species were found here, among them was the stunning 

near endemic Golden-bellied Starfrontlet. This dazzling species is only reliably found in a few sites on 

Earth, Chicaque being the best bet. This isn’t 

the only fun bird here, though. Glowing 

Puffleg, Tourmaline Sunangel, and Collared 

Inca are all nice! After about an hour of 

enjoyment and relaxation, we caught out 

flight from Bogota to Valledupar, far to the 

North.  

 

Our next birding area was one of the most 

exciting of the tour, in that it is very rarely 

visited and is home to some of the most 

range-restricted and least-known birds in 

South America. The disjunct Serrania del 

Perija (Perija mountains), which creates the northern border of Colombia and Venezuela, extends some 

150 miles. Due to a unique erosion and geological composition at the southern end of the range, a series 

of low passes isolated this section of the eastern Andes from the main range long, long ago. Millennia of 

Tawny Antpitta by Adam Riley 

Tourmaline Sunangel by Adam Riley 
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evolution independent of neighbouring Andean ranges, and the Santa Marta range (which juts up 

magnificently to the northwest and is constantly in view during this part of the tour), has resulted in the 

speciation of more than a few forms of life. Birds were our focus, but many endemic species of plants, 

amphibians, and others inhabit this little-studied and newly accessible range. The new ProAves 

Chamicero de Perija Lodge opened for public 

visitation just two years prior. We were the 

first large tour company group to visit the 

range. An exciting experience!  

 

Before driving up into the Perija range from 

where Valledupar sits in the valley below, we 

birded a refuge area of dry forest near 

Valledupar to pick some nice Guajira area 

endemics. Though Black-backed Antshrike 

was only heard, a pair of Crested Bobwhites 

came right out into the open for us! Russet-

throated Puffbird, Pale-tipped Inezia, Black-

crested Antshrike, and Lance-tailed Manakin were amongst the many nice species we added to our 

rapidly growing species list. The endearing Chestnut Piculet, perhaps the most colourful of the genus, 

was watched at length as it drummed to defend its territory. White-whiskered Spinetails showed on two 

occasions for us. This species is almost certainly the flashiest of its genus, as well! Caribbean Horneros, 

Bare-eyed Pigeon, and Shining-green Hummingbird put in great appearances, as did Northern White-

fringed Antwren, Slender-billed Inezia, Black-faced Grassquit, Trinidad Euphonia, Yellow Oriole and 

other dry forest species. One of the most exciting finds of the morning was the group of nearly 40 Double-

striped Thick-knee that happened to claim the 

fields adjacent to the road we were birding as 

their roost site. Awesome birds!   

 

As we began our ascent up the Perija range, 

we continued picking up new and interesting 

species. Our lunch stop at La Danta netted us 

several nice new birds coming to feed at the 

fruiting fig tree that towers over the restaurant 

ground. This impressive specimen of a tree 

held three species of thrushes, including the 

rare Spectacled Thrush! Moving upslope, we 

made a few other key stops with target 

species in mind. We were successful, to varying degrees, with Perija Brushfinch (which we worked on 

two days hence for nice views), but many other species were seen very well. Streaked Saltator, Dull-

colored Grassquit, Black-and-white seedeater, Olive-sided Flycatcher, and other edge species turned up 

as we continued through a heavily-farmed area before entering true subtropical forest at about 2,200m 

Black-crested Antshrike by David Shackleford 

Coppery Emerald by Forrest Rowland 
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elevation. The big score for us at this middle-elevation stretch was finding Coppery Emerald. This scarce 

foothill/subtropic species moves up and down in elevation frequently, and requires a bit of luck. We also 

encountered our first Black-fronted Brushfinches of the tour, another Perija endemic of the genus 

Atlapetes, which are always gregarious and colourful. The 

endemic Grey-throated Warbler was obliging this afternoon, 

and a good find amongst some of the other mixed flock species. 

The highlight of the afternoon was most likely the Barred Forest 

Falcon that came torpedoing in from the far ridge, responding 

wildly to playback! By now, night was approaching, and we 

continued on to the lodge for dinner and a rest. The road up was 

winding and rough in spots, so we were relieved to arrive at our 

quaint accommodations and friendly staff. The food was great, 

too! We rested up for the very full day ahead of us.  

 

The following two days saw us searching out the various special 

species on the Perija range. Surprisingly disturbed (despite only 

having one road in), the prime habitat in the range is restricted 

to but a few patches below 1,200m, then two nice stretches of 

cloud forest at around 2,000m, and very nice untouched habitat 

from 2,600m up to the paramo. The stretches in between are 

pasture and farms, allowing for magnificent views all around, 

but not very productive for birding. Most of our main targets 

inhabit the higher elevations near the open paramo grasslands 

at the top, or just below in the temperate and upper subtropical forests in the vicinity of the lodge. We 

managed nice views of the skulking endemic Perija Thistletail, which is seldom cooperative but proved 

willing. Much more obliging was the beautiful Perija Metaltail, which everyone was able to see very 

well, of up to 4 individuals! Perija Tapaculo was also quite cooperative, as expected, but I was really 

surprised at how well we were able to see the local subspecies of Rufous Antpitta. Antpittas away from 

feeders are very tough, indeed. One pair, 

which set up its territory on both sides of the 

two-track we bird, came in to playback and 

set up for views! The importance of seeing 

this particular subspecies lies in that the taxon 

‘Rufous Antpitta’ likely encompasses 

upwards of 4 species. The local subspecies, 

saltuensis, is one of those.  

 

Others among the multitude of highlights 

from birding near the lodge, and back down 

the mountain to La Danta, over the following 

days included: Andean and Band-tailed 

Barred Forest Falcon by Jonathan 

Russouw 

Golden-headed Quetzal by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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Guans, awesome looks at Andean Condor, two Black-and-chestnut Eagles, Rufous-shafted Woodstar, 

Mountain Velvetbreast, Perija (Golden-bellied…soon to be split) Starfrontlet, Green-bellied 

Hummingbird (probably, as no other similar Amazilia yet described has been recorded in the area), Sooty-

capped Hermit, Barred Parakeet, Scaly-naped Parrot, Golden-headed and Crested Quetzals (outstanding 

looks at both!), Whooping Motmot, Streak-backed Canastero, munoztebari subspecies of Rufous 

Spinetail, endemic Klage’s Antbird, several Specious (Spectacled) Tyrannulets, Streak-throated Bush 

Tyrant, Yellow-bellied and Rufous-breasted 

Chat-Tyrants, Cinereous Becard, Red-crested 

Cotinga, Golden-breasted Fruiteater, Golden-

headed Manakin, Rufous-breasted Wren, 

Black-hooded and Glossy-black Thrushes, 

Yellow-billed Cacique, Yellow-backed 

Oriole, Golden-fronted Greenlet, Common 

(Venezuelan) Bush Tanager, Black-faced, 

Black-headed and Fulvous-headed Tanagers, 

Slaty Brushfinch, Golden-winged Sparrow, 

Paramo Seedeater, and the spectacular local 

race of Lacrimose Mountain Tanager. 

  

Out next birding site was Ocana, some 7 hours’ drive to the south, at the northern terminus of the main 

eastern cordillera of the Andes. We travelled there to visit the Recurve-billed Bushbird Reserve the 

following morning. Though we were concerned with arriving at Ocana at a reasonable hour, we made a 

few mandatory stops at interesting-looking habitats, after an early-morning return visit to Los Besotes. 

The drive south from Valledupar to Ocana skirts the edge of the lower Magdalena Valley, through rolling 

hills of cattle farms, grasslands, wetlands, and tributaries. Best finds of our travel day included Rufous-

vented Chachalaca, Aplomado and Laughing Falcons, Pearl Kite, Buff-necked Ibis, Capped and 

Whistling Herons (!!!), Northern Scrub 

Flycatcher, Glaucous Tanager, and Orange-

crowned Oriole. As we approached Ocana, 

we made a brief stop at a ridgeline sideroad 

and picked up a few more fun birds like 

Crowned Woodnymph, Gorgeted Woodstar, 

Short-tailed Emerald, the bizarre eisenmanni 

subspecies of Olivaceous Piculet (which 

responded to Scaled Piculet playback, rather 

than Olivaceous), Rufous-naped Greenlet, 

and White-eared Conebill. We arrived at the 

hotel just at dusk.  

 

There aren’t a multitude of species at the Recurve-billed Bushbird preserve that can’t be seen elsewhere. 

However, this site is perhaps one of the best places to see a few key species that are tough throughout. 

Golden-breasted Fruiteater by Forrest Rowland 

Capped Heron by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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Despite the recent rains, the steep trails we traversed towards the bushbird territories weren’t too terribly 

treacherous. Hearing some good species on the way down, and picking up views of Moustached 

Brushfinch and Grey-throated Warbler, broke up the monotony of birding in some seriously dense fog. 

We continued to enjoy some leisurely views of nice species, such as the scarce Black-and-white Becard, 

often-difficult (but here confiding) Stripe-breasted Spinetail, 

and Whiskered Wren. We spent the entire morning checking 

all 7 of the known territories of our main target species, 

Recurve-billed Bushbird, and only heard one weak response. 

Clearly, this year, all the pairs were breeding. The birds were 

responsive 3 weeks prior to our visit, but the early, very heavy 

rains had changed the game on us. Seeing the headliner was not 

in our future. Though somewhat disappointed, we had 

managed some nice birds in the meantime, and were ready to 

move on to Bucaramanga. After a delicious lunch at one of the 

most historic buildings in Ocana, we moved, very slowly, 

towards Bucaramanga. What could have been a 3.5-hour drive 

became a 6-hour drive, due to intense traffic of trucks and 

trailers in anticipation of the upcoming truck drivers’ strike to 

be staged in two days’ time. Luckily, we were booked at the 

Hotel Dann Carlton, so the luxurious accommodations made 

up for a long afternoon on the road.  

 

Our birding day above Bucaramanga was one of my most 

anticipated of the tour. With only 5 eBird reports anywhere in 

the area, we were pioneering the idea that the forests I noted on GoogleEarth were both intact and 

accessible by the main highway heading east to Cucuta. There was no way to be sure, but I checked out 

a few likely access points and good stretches of road to bird that spanned from 1,400m elevation up to 

2,600m. The hope was that we might encounter the endemic Colombian Mountain Grackle, as well as 

some other high elevation species we might 

not see elsewhere. It was a fabulous 

success!!! 

 

We began by birding the lower access, at 

around 1,400masl, in search of the endemic 

Turquoise Dacnis, which we quickly found. 

It was part of a huge flock visiting fruiting 

trees nearby. We found many other awesome 

birds on this stretch, such as Sickle-winged 

Guan, Lined Quail-Dove, Geoffrey’s 

Wedgebill (!), Bronzy Inca, White-booted 

Racket-tail, endemic Bar-crested Antshrikes, 

Crowned Woodnymph by Forrest 

Rowland 

Blue-naped Chlorophonia by Clayton Burne 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/colombia


Trip Report – RBL Colombia - Remote + Mitu Extension 2018       9

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                      View more tours to Colombia  

Montane and Lineated Foliage-gleaners, Rufous-browed Tyrannulet, Blue-naped Chlorophonia, Ashy-

throated Bush Tanager, Tennessee, Cerulean, Bay-breasted, Blackburnian, and Canada Warblers, 

Speckled and Golden-naped Tanagers, and many more! Our next big stop was higher up, at about 

2,400masl, and it ended up being among the most exciting couple hours of the tour. We hit three major 

mixed flocks that hosted some of the most exciting, and rare, high-altitude subtropical and temperate 

forest species we could’ve hoped for. Over the course of about three hours, and three separate stops 

working roadside forest, we netted the following: Flammulated and Striped Treehunters, Spectacled 

Prickletail (little-known species that allowed numerous looks as it worked with the mid-storey flock 

species), Rufous-breasted Flycatcher, Smoky Bush Tyrant, Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant, Dusky Piha in full 

song, Barred Becard, stunning Black-collared 

Jays, Rufous Wren, a flock of four 

Colombian Mountain Grackles (our main 

target for the day!), Three-striped, Citrine, 

and Black-crested Warblers, endemic 

Golden-fronted Whitestarts, Black-capped, 

Oleaginous, and Black-eared Hemispingi, 

and the bamboo-loving, iconic Plushcap, 

among others. Heavy clouds and fog, and 

eventually rain, set in about mid-afternoon, 

so we headed back, victorious, to enjoy some 

leisure time at our comfortable hotel in 

Bucaramanga.  

 

We had the better part of a day to make the 5-hour journey to the Cerulean Warbler Reserve and Lodge. 

Though not at all far from Bucaramanga, much of the journey is on secondary and tertiary roads. This 

gave us a great excuse to do some birding en route, and check out another area I’d been wanting to scout 

for some time. The Sogamosa Reservoir Hydroelectric plant project inundated some 1,600 hectares of 

forest and farmlands in the Magdalena Valley. In flooding such a large area, many families were relocated 

and roads abandoned. This left some very nice 

habitat open for exploration without traffic or 

interference. We spent the morning looking 

for a few special species in an entirely new 

habitat for us (meaning loads of new birds) – 

humid lowland forest and scrub of the 

Magdalena Valley. Weather was on our side, 

as was the guard posted near the hydroelectric 

plant entrance. We had permission to proceed 

birding the traffic-free road through nice 

habitat, on foot, and it paid off. Endemic 

Colombian Chachalaca, endangered endemic 

Chestnut-bellied Hummingbird, Red-rumped 

Plushcap by David Hoddinott 

Colombian Chachalaca by David Hoddinott 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/colombia


Trip Report – RBL Colombia - Remote + Mitu Extension 2018       10

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                      View more tours to Colombia  

and Spot-breasted Woodpeckers, Spectacled Parrotlets, rare near-endemic Black Antshrike, Jet and 

White-bellied Antbirds, the little-known antioquiae subspecies of Foothill Elaenia, Yellow-tufted 

Dacnis, Large-billed Seed Finch, and more! Another brief stop closer to our destination, on the east side 

of the Sogamosa Reservoir, netted us Yellow-

backed Tanager, Grey Seedeater, Yellow-

crowned Tyrannulet, Slate-headed Tody-

Flycatcher, and some fancy Long-tailed 

Tyrants, before we headed, in earnest, to our 

lodgings above the quaint coffee and cacao 

town of San Vicente de Chucuri.  

 

The Reinita Azul Reserve & Lodge was one 

of the first large tracts of land that Fundacion 

ProAves purchased and/or negotiated 

stewardship of, after their flagship reserve 

and lodge El Dorado in the Santa Marta 

Mountains was established. It was originally selected to protect habitat of the Cerulean Warbler, its 

namesake, which has international appeal as a neotropical migrant. However, after further research, it 

turned out that they ended up protecting much, much more. The lodge is situated just below where 

primary subtropical forest begins, at the edge of Serrania de Yariguies National Park. This means access 

to some unique species of the deep forest! It also means that the open area and secondary forest around 

supports a completely distinct avifauna more typical of lower elevation disturbed habitat. The species 

list for the reserve is huge, especially if one includes the birding below the lodge. We spent one day in 

the forest above the lodge, accessed by hiking, or riding horseback, up the historic Lengerke Trail. The 

rock trail was constructed in the mid-1800s 

by the landowner and agricultural baron Geo 

von Lengerke, who arrived in Colombia in 

1852, possibly evading capture in his 

homeland for a duel he was part of. The 

history of this area is mysterious enough, 

adding to the general excitement of birding 

along a trail that was built so long ago, 

through prime habitat! We also spent the 

afternoon of our arrival, and the morning of 

our departure, birding the lower more open 

areas. The highlights included Lined Quail-

Dove coming to a feeder, Mottled Owls 

responding beautifully, White-tipped Swifts zooming by at eye-level, endemic Indigo-capped 

Hummingbird, endemic Black Inca,  endemic Beautiful Woodpecker, endemic Parker’s Antbird, 

Chestnut-crowned Gnateater, endemic Magdalena Tapaculo, Black-banded Woodcreeper, Ash-browed 

Spinetail, insanely close views of Double-banded Greytails, Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet, beautiful 

Spot-breasted Woodpecker by Adam Riley 

Indigo-capped Hummingbird by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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Golden-winged Manakin, Wing-barred Piprites, Yellow-legged Thrush, stunning Golden-rumped 

Euphonia, endemic Turquoise Dacnis, near-endemic Black-headed Brushfinch, and the critically 

endangered endemic Niceforo’s Wren.  

 

From here, we headed down into the valley to cross the Magdalena River into the Central Andes. Rio 

Claro was our next birding destination, but, as always, there were some nice stops made en route. 

Northern Screamer was probably the hit of the travel day to Rio Claro, though the parrot experience at 

dusk near the Magdalena River was right up there. In about 10 

minutes of viewing, at magic hour when all the psittacids are 

flying towards their respective roosts, we saw 7 species! Blue-

and-yellow and Chestnut-fronted Macaws, Southern Mealy, 

Orange-winged, and Yellow-crowned Amazons, and Orange-

chinned and Brown-throated Parakeets all made appearances. 

Striped Cuckoo and Black-capped Donacobius sat up for scope 

views. Rufescent Tiger Herons and Yellow-tailed Orioles 

rounded out the experience. A decent enough travel afternoon, 

we arrived after dark to Los Colores, nestled between the 

infamous Hacienda Napoles (Pablo Escobar’s old ranch made 

into a theme park) and Rio Claro Natural Park.  

 

We only had until about 3pm to bird Rio Claro, so had to go for 

the group’s most-wanted species. Again, we were thwarted, 

somewhat, by nesting activity. No mixed flocks were 

encountered at the park, and activity was relatively slow. 

However, we persevered, visiting a few old stakeouts as well as 

a new one to pick up an impressive array of endemics and 

Magdalena specialities. The park itself was quiet due to cloud 

Blue-and-yellow Macaws by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Broad-billed Motmot by Forrest 

Rowland 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/colombia


Trip Report – RBL Colombia - Remote + Mitu Extension 2018       12

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                      View more tours to Colombia  

cover and high humidity, though we did have an awesome experience with Magdalena Antbird, Broad-

billed Motmot, Pacific Antwren, Bay Wren, Pale-bellied Hermit, and a few others before we decided to 

check out a new site I was recently told about by a friend. It turned out to be a great recommendation! In 

a bit over an hour, we managed spectacular views of endemic White-mantled Barbets and Sooty Ant 

Tanagers. Another awesome bird we enjoyed 

was a King Vulture perched 15 feet 

overhead!!! Cinnamon Woodpecker, Dusky 

Antbird, Southern Bentbill, Black-bellied 

Wren, and the absolutely gorgeous Western 

Striped Manakin were eye-poppers. 

Antioquia Bristle Tyrant only allowed backlit 

views, but was present at least, and several 

other mixed flock species were seen. With the 

relatively little time available, given that 

today was supposed to be the Truck Drivers’ 

Strike/Protest we had been battling with the 

past couple of days, we had to hustle down the 

short streamside hike into the gaping maw of the Gruta del Condor cave to see the fascinating Oilbird. 

This is one of the best Oilbird spots on Earth, with plenty of cavernous ambience! Upwards of 80 

individuals, at least, reside here, with about half that number being accessible by venturing into the cave, 

wading (shin-deep) up the stream that created this deep cave system. From here, we headed to Medellin, 

which involved a 2-hour delay in the form of an inexplicable, ridiculous, traffic jam coming down Las 

Palmas. You never know when it will happen, but it seems there is always a traffic delay somewhere in 

a day’s journey.  

 

Our visit to Medellin was purely functional, as a strategic way to split up some serious driving time and 

see some special birds while we were at it. We took advantage of the great birding near our hotel at La 

Romera. A well-spotted Yellow-headed Manakin, a garrulous group of Red-bellied Grackles, and 

responsive Stiles’s Tapaculo were the 

endemic highlights of the morning, and the 

family group of 4 Andean Motmots that we 

could barely manage to flush off the road was 

certainly a treat! The remainder of the day 

was devoted to driving to Pueblo Rico. 

Relatively few delays were experienced 

today, thankfully, as it was a 7-hour drive 

under good circumstances.  

 

The next region we would focus on was the 

Choco bioregion of the western cordillera, an 

area chock full of endemics and gorgeous 

Oilbird by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Yellow-headed Manakin by Dubi Shapiro 
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species. Cerro Montezuma is one of the two prime sites to access this unique ecosystem, and there is a 

quaint if rustic lodge, Montezuma Lodge, located at the edge of the Tatama National Park which 

encompasses Cerro Montezuma itself, and the surrounding acreage (some 120,000has) of the Tatama 

River Watershed. A small army outpost high atop Cerro Montezuma is the main reason a road up the 

mountain here exists. This road is one of the 

most well-known birding accesses in 

Colombia, being a transect from the lodge, at 

1,400masl, down to cross a small stream at 

1,200m, then up, up, up to 2,700masl atop the 

Cerro. An incredible transect, covering 

habitats from choco foothill forest, up 

through every subtropical level to temperate 

forest….a perfect transect. Accordingly, we 

were all very excited to begin birding the 

area! But first, we had one of the most range-

restricted endangered endemics to find at a 

new stakeout below Pueblo Rico – Baudo 

Oropendola.  

 

The entire area just to the west of Pueblo Rico and Montezuma was long considered the edge of 

civilisation and, correspondingly, the edge of the “safe zone”. The Choco province, and the lowlands of 

Risaralda, were strongholds of the FARC. In fact, we drove 

past two well-known battle sites, where the Colombian Army 

had clashed with rebel forces two decades ago. Essentially, we 

were at the edge of known passable terrain, where recent 

discoveries in past years were numerous as security had 

improved. Now considered absolutely safe with an evolving 

tourist infrastructure for visitors wishing to visit the Afro-

Colombian indigenous zones (9 indigenous tribes reside here), 

we took advantage of one of the most important recent avian 

discoveries: a colony of Baudo Oropendola near Santa Cecilia. 

Before heading to Montezuma Lodge, we spent a morning in 

the Choco foothills at Santa Cecilia, enjoying numerous scope 

and flights views of this huge, colourful oropendola. We had as 

many as 7 in view, at one point, before 8am. Being fortunate, 

despite a bit of rain early on, we decided to bird down the main 

road a bit in search of more Choco specialities. We had some 

nice luck this morning, adding Stripe-throated Hermit, Rufous 

Motmot, Spot-crowned Barbet, Stripe-billed Aracari, Choco 

Tyrannulet, Dusky-faced Tanager, White-vented and Orange-

crowned Euphonias, Scarlet-thighed Dacnis, White-whiskered 

Stripe-billed Aracari by Jonathan Russouw 

White-whiskered Puffbird by Adam 

Riley 
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Puffbird, and a few other nice, more widespread species. From here, we headed directly to Montezuma 

Lodge, to enjoy an afternoon session at the hummingbird feeders, and bird a little bit on the lower part 

of the road up the Cerro.  

 

The afternoon was nearly as eventful as the 

morning, what with the hummingbird feeders 

being insanely active due to cloudy 

conditions and light drizzle. Tawny-bellied 

and White-whiskered Hermits, Green 

Thorntail, Violet-tailed Sylph, Brown Inca, 

Rufous-gaped Hillstar, Purple-bibbed 

Whitetip, Empress Brilliant, Purple-throated 

Woodstar, and Western Emerald were 

amongst the myriad of hummers (numbering 

well over 100 individuals) that were zooming 

around the feeders at the lodge. We managed 

to pull ourselves away from the lodge and 

venture up the road long enough to encounter our main target for the afternoon – the endemic Crested 

Ant Tanager. This wonderful species, with its neon-red crest, moves in family groups, often with mixed 

flocks. That means that if you’re seeing it, you’re probably in a very exciting situation with a dizzying 

flock about you. So it was, and we enjoyed views of Red-headed Barbet, Plain Antvireo, Zeledon’s 

Antbird, Buff-fronted and Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaners, Ornate Flycatcher, Golden-collared 

Manakin, White-winged Becard, Black-chested Jay, Andean Solitaire, Chestnut-capped Brushfinch, the 

shy Olive Finch, and several fine species of tanager, before calling it a day.  

 

The following day was entirely devoted to 

birding the Montezuma road up to the top of 

the Cerro, with dozens of target species in 

mind. Unfortunately, nature had a different 

plan for us. It rained, hard, all night long. We 

awoke to a beautiful, clearing sky, with great 

prospects. Then, about 6 kilometres into the 

drive, around 1,600masl, we met a landslide. 

It was not a small landslide. This was a “it 

will be days before anybody gets across this” 

landslide that was still in the process of 

eroding, with water pouring down its central 

ravine. I suppose one thing to be thankful for 

was that it did not occur when we were on the Cerro side, trapping us, rather than the lodge side. It did 

mean that we had to cross Dusky Starfrontlet, Gold-ringed Tanager, Olivaceous Piha, Orange-breasted 

Fruiteater, Tanager Finch, Chestnut-crested Cotinga, and Chestnut-bellied Flowerpiercers off of our 

Crested Ant Tanager by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Red-headed Barbet by Adam Riley 
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possible lists. That was painful. Nevertheless, we had plenty of birds to find! The landslide occurred at a 

good point on the road, where a mixed flock forms early, every day. So, we began our day (after some 

contemplation over the destruction wrought by this impressive slide) with Choco Brushfinches, Black-

and-gold Tanagers, Pacific Tuftedcheeks, 

Star-chested Treerunner, Handsome 

Flycatcher, and both Yellow-collared and 

Chestnut-breasted Chlorophonias. Hard to 

complain… 

 

The remainder of the day was fruitful, and we 

worked our way slowly downhill, back to the 

lodge, arriving in the late afternoon. The 

highlights of the Montezuma Road that day 

included Spot-fronted Swift, Green-fronted 

Lancebill, Velvet-purple Coronet, White-

rumped Hawk, Golden-headed Quetzal, 

Moustached Puffbird, Rose-faced Parrot, Rufous-rumped Antwren, Bicolored Antvireo (great pair 

responding!!!), Yellow-breasted Antwren, Ochre-breasted Antpitta, Tatama and Narino Tapaculos, 

Uniform Treehunter, Spotted Barbtail, Rufous-browed and Rough-legged (White-fronted; very rare!) 

Tyrannulets, Andean Cock-of-the-rock, Club-winged Manakin, Choco Vireo, Sooty-headed and 

Chestnut-breasted Wrens, Yellow-throated, Dusky, and the rare Yellow-green Bush Tanagers 

(Chlorospingus in Clements), Olive Finch being hand-fed, Choco Warbler, Purplish-mantled, Glistening-

green, Rufous-throated, Beryl-spangled, Black-capped, Silver-throated, and Golden Tanagers, Blue-

winged Mountain Tanager, and many more. Again…hard to complain about the landslide, as we had nice 

views of many fabulous species.  

 

We had the better part of the following day to 

head up and see if the “bulldozeros” had 

made any headway. The bulldozer and 

support driver had arrived the afternoon 

before, and headed up to put in some work. 

We were hopeful, but realistic in our 

expectations. I was pondering whether they 

would be able to work out, at least, a footpath 

stable enough to deem safe to cross. The slide 

occurred about 400m shy of where the first, 

best, place to see Gold-ringed Tanager was. 

It happened to be a great spot for the piha and 

fruiteater, as well, but we needed at least a 

footpath. Again, nature thwarted us somewhat. It had rained, again, overnight. The slide had widened, 

undoing the lion’s share of the work the bulldozer crew had put in the evening before. Though it was 

Chestnut-breasted Chlorophonia by David Hoddinott 

Golden Tanager by Adam Riley 
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perhaps possible to cross on foot, getting muddy up to the hips, it was dangerous. Far too dangerous to 

attempt. So, we birded our way back down the mountain to the lodge for lunch, picking up a couple new 

species and gaining more looks at species we’d seen poorly before. Plumbeous and Ruddy Pigeons, 

Greenish Puffleg, Masked Trogon, Crimson-rumped Toucanet, 

Uniform Antshrike, Slaty Antwren, Strong-billed and Spotted 

Woodcreepers, Red-faced Spinetail, Marble-faced Bristle 

Tyrant, Grey-breasted Wood Wren, Black Solitaire, and Indigo 

and Bluish Flowerpiercers were all nice species we had either 

heard and not seen or not seen well, previously. The afternoon 

was mostly dedicated to crossing the Cauca Valley into the high 

Central Andes, making our way to our nice accommodations at 

Santa Rosa de Cabal. Tomorrow morning would prove to be one 

of the defining features of the tour, and we wanted to be well-

rested.  

 

Fuertes’s Parrot (also known as Indigo-capped and Indigo-

winged, depending on which way the wind is blowing for those 

in nomenclature taxonomics) is perhaps the rarest bird in 

Colombia, in terms of numbers. Though Santa Marta Wren and 

Blue-bearded Helmetcrest, both endemic to the high paramo in 

the Santa Marta mountains, are perhaps more difficult to reach, 

their numbers are certainly higher, and much more stable, than 

the extant population of Fuertes’s Parrots. That population of parrots is estimated to be less than 200 

individuals. They are only currently known from two sites in the Central Andes, with fewer than 50 

individuals known from these areas. Apart from how terribly localised and imperilled the species is, part 

of the allure to this enigmatic species is that it inhabits only high-elevation oak forests, near treeline. This 

is certainly one of the most visually beautiful and lush iconic habitats of the Colombian Andes, and is a 

sheer pleasure to be in. Add the flashes of bright blue, and eye-searing red, of the bird in flight to all of 

the above, and Fuertes’s Parrot truly is, 

arguably, the most exciting bird in the 

country. To see this species, we left our hotel 

at 4:30am, well before sunrise, to take the 

rumbling track past the various Hot Springs 

resorts near Santa Rosa, higher into the rural 

countryside, up to 2,900m elevation. We 

were in position as dawn broke over the 

spectacular ridge of peaks (many over 

4,800m elevation) inside Los Nevados 

National Park. It was a glorious sunrise! 

There are but one or two flocks that inhabit 

this area, and we were in the prime location 

Masked Trogon by Adam Riley 

Indigo Flowerpiercer by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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to see one of those flocks passing from roost areas lower down the mountain, to feeding grounds above. 

Anticipation was high.  

 

One flock came past, out of view behind the 

mountain ridge to our backs, about an hour 

after dawn. The stakeout had proved very 

reliable before, but as we bode our time by 

watching mixed flock species and Scaly-

naped Parrots (by the dozens), we were 

beginning to worry. Then I heard them, well 

away in the canyon below us. I breathed a 

heavy sigh. We hadn’t missed them! Within 

2 minutes a flock of 8 individuals came 

zooming up the canyon below and landed in 

the stakeout tree, not 20 metres away, just 

above eye-level!! A few moments later, we 

were all enjoying scope views, cameras snapping, smiling faces, as the flock cavorted and squeaked in 

the treetop. An amazing experience, and voted the #1 bird of the tour with good cause. Our #2 bird came 

shortly thereafter, when a Mountain Avocetbill came in, aggressively responding to playback, and sat 

singing for scope views. Amazing!!! This near endemic resident of upper temperate forest ranges from 

the Central Andes of Colombia into Ecuador. Nowhere is it common, or even expected. Few birders have 

been lucky enough to see one, and this was new for all in our party, save the author. The birding the rest 

of the morning was equally productive, and yielded a plethora of attractive high Andes birds. Band-

winged Nightjar (on the drive up), Purple-backed Thornbill, Viridian Metaltail, Buff-winged Starfrontlet, 

Sword-billed Hummingbird, Andean Pygmy Owl, 

Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan, Black-billed 

Mountain Toucan (both toucans viewed from 

standing in the same spot!), Bar-bellied Woodpecker, 

Speckle-faced Parrot, Golden-plumed Parakeet, 

White-browed Spinetail, Rufous-headed Pygmy 

Tyrant, Streak-throated Bush Tyrant, Rufous-

breasted and Brown-backed Chat-Tyrants, Dusky 

Piha, Hooded, Lacrimose, Scarlet-bellied, and Buff-

breasted Mountain Tanagers, and Blue-backed 

Conebill were all duly noted. The third most-exciting 

experience of the morning was the responsive 

Andean Pygmy Owl that, upon giving its location 

away, was mobbed by a flock of absolutely gaudy 

White-capped Tanagers. It was incredible to have 

two of the Andes’ most-wanted species in the same 

binocular view. The tanagers, especially, put on a 

Fuertes’s Parrot by David Hoddinott 

Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan by Dušan 

Brinkhuizen 
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ridiculous show, coming right down on top of me in response to playback. Outstanding views and photos 

for everyone! 

 

The remainder of the day was spent in transit 

to Cali, with the exception of about an hour’s 

worth of birding we could spare at Laguna de 

Sonso. This massive wetland was recently 

declared a federal national preserve, due to 

the impressive number and variety of bird 

species that call it home. The main target here 

is Horned Screamer. This is one of only two 

disjunct populations of the species, which is 

an Amazonian bird. The other population is 

near the mangroves in a wetland in south-

west Ecuador. Both are as unlikely as 

anywhere to be home to such a removed 

population, so seeing this Amazonian species at Laguna de Sonso, in the heart of the Cauca Valley, 

wedged between two Cordilleras of the Andes, is pleasantly bizarre. We had a good show of this 

garrulous, bulky bird, giving us half the family of screamers in one tour! Many other fun species occur 

here, though most are widespread. Greyish Piculet and Apical Flycatcher are both targets here, as is 

Common Potoo, of which several (in our case, 2) individuals make roosts right near the park entrance 

building. Due to recent flooding, we were unable to gain access 

to the observation tower, which might have cost us a species or 

two. But nothing serious. Other good birds we noted this 

afternoon included Black-bellied and Fulvous Whistling 

Ducks, Cocoa and Streak-headed Woodcreepers, and Yellow 

Oriole.  

 

Cali lies in the middle of the Cauca Valley, and claims to be 

Colombia’s third largest city (+2 million residents). This, of 

course, depends on if you’re asking a Caleno (someone from 

Cali), Paisa (someone from Medellin), or Costeno (someone 

from the Barranquilla area). These three ever-expanding cities 

are within a few hundred thousand residents in population, 

according to recent 2015 census information, and each city 

beams with pride and love of their hometown. Cali has perhaps 

the most fervently proud citizens of all, and is a city in constant 

improvement and progress. For birders, it is known as the 

gateway to the Choco, via the Anchicaya drainage and the 

famed KM 18.  

 

Common Potoo by Adam Riley 

Blue-backed Conebill by Adam Riley 
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Our visit to the Finca Alejandria at KM 18 was spectacular. There is no parallel to a visit to the feeders 

of this amazing property, whose owner is as friendly and enthusiastic about his birds as are the visitors 

relishing them. A highlight of the whole tour for sure! To start off, we noted 21…yes, TWENTY-ONE 

species of hummingbirds at the hummingbird feeders here. Astonishing! Long-tailed Sylph, Greenish 

Puffleg, Booted Racket-tail, Purple-throated Woodstar, 

Crowned Woodnymph, and Blue-headed Sapphire…even the 

names of the hummers themselves are fantastic. This 

homestead, that welcomes visitors with coffee, tea, and 

delicious hot chocolate, has some two dozen hummingbird 

feeders, and several fruit feeders set up to attract an impressive 

variety of the colourful species that reside in the lush cloud 

forest around KM 18. The fruit feeders attracted Colombian 

Chachalaca, Red-headed Barbet, Grey-throated Toucanet, Blue-

winged Mountain Tanager, and Flame-rumped, Blue-grey, 

Palm, Blue-capped, Golden-naped, Scrub, Saffron-crowned, 

Golden, and the incomparable Multicolored Tanagers all turned 

up for plantains and melon! After an incredible hour-and-a-half 

enjoying the multitudes of beautiful birds here, and getting some 

outstanding photographic opportunities in the process, we 

headed to lunch before descending the Anchicaya drainage 

towards our afternoon’s birding destination. Before departing, 

we took advantage of viewing a mixed flock that passed through 

the property. Additional species of note we enjoyed were 

Scarlet-fronted Parakeet, Bronze-winged Parrot, Golden-olive Woodpecker, Olive-backed and Montane 

Woodcreepers, Rusty-winged Barbtail, Streak-capped Treehunter, Variegated Bristle Tyrant, Ashy-

headed Tyrannulet, Long-billed Gnatwren, Sharpe’s Wren, Russet-crowned Warbler, Oleaginous 

Hemispingus and Black-winged Saltator. Quite a haul! 

 

The drive to our abode for the next night, El 

Campanario, took a couple of hours and, 

aside from a brief stop to admire a Bat Falcon, 

was made directly. We arrived with plenty of 

time for a quick afternoon run to the nearby 

El Descanso (Donde Dora) restaurant and 

feeders in the upper Anchicaya choco forest. 

This tiny abode and restaurant sits at a perfect 

elevation to attract some of the most iconic 

choco specialities. Rufous-throated and 

Silver-throated Tanagers, Orange-bellied 

Euphonia, Black-winged Saltator, Chestnut-

headed Oropendola, Sickle-winged Guan, 

Long-tailed Sylph by Adam Riley 

Olive-backed Woodcreeper by Adam Riley 
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and Black-headed Brushfinch were among the visitors to the fruit feeders here which, after Finca 

Alejandria, were nice but unimpressive this visit. It was easy to spend what was left of the afternoon here 

enjoying the spectacle at the fruit feeder, as well as watching White-tailed Hillstars, White-whiskered 

Hermits, and Green Thorntails frequenting the feeders. We made a quick foray downhill and it didn’t 

take long (actually, right across the street) for us to gain views of Choco Tapaculo! Sooty-headed Wren 

was another nice pickup, as only some of our party had views previously.  

 

We spent the last full day of the main tour 

birding from 1,400m elevations down to 

800m elevation in the Anchicaya Valley. This 

impressive expanse of untouched Choco 

foothill forest is broken only by the 

Anchicaya River, and the small dirt track we 

birded from. Aside from the gorgeous vistas 

and the beautiful environs of misty green 

mountains around us, the experience was 

incredible, and the birding was simply 

fabulous. In terms of colour and flash, Stripe-

billed Aracari, Golden-collared Manakin, 

Purple-throated Fruitcrow, Spot-crowned 

Barbet, Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo, Glistening-green Tanager, Crested Ant Tanager, and the rare Scarlet-

browed Tanager were right at the top of the list. Many of the birds seen today were beautiful. Scarlet-

and-white Tanager, of which we saw many, might have won the beauty contest. Broad-billed and Rufous 

Motmots perching within 100m of each other was a fantastic surprise, several Barred and Moustached 

Puffbirds were perching nicely, a Black-capped Pygmy Tyrant (tied for world’s smallest passerine) 

perched beautifully below eye-level within 20 feet, and the toucan show (including Stripe-billed Aracari, 

Yellow-throated Toucan, and Choco Toucan) would all win honours for most appealingly-shaped 

species. Contenders for best bird in terms of rarity and speciality interest were very numerous. Tooth-

billed and Purple-chested Hummingbirds, 

Esmeraldas and Stub-tailed Antbirds, Pacific 

Flatbill, White-headed and Stripe-throated 

Wrens, Yellow-green Bush Tanager, Scarlet-

browed Tanager, Lemon-spectacled Tanager, 

and the #1 target of the region – Golden-

chested Tanager, were among the highlights 

noted on this amazing day in the field! Lyre-

tailed Nightjar, Dusky Pigeon, Choco 

Trogon, Black-breasted Puffbird, Russet 

Antshrike, Checker-throated, Pacific, and 

Dot-winged Antwrens, Bicolored Antbird, 

Sulphur-rumped and Whiskered Flycatchers, Scarlet-and-white Tanager by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Golden-collared Manakin by George L. Armistead 
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Green and Blue-crowned Manakins, Fulvous-vented and White-vented Euphonias, Scarlet-rumped 

Cacique, Dusky-faced, Ochre-breasted, Rufous-winged, Emerald, and Grey-and-gold Tanagers were all 

part of the parade of wonderful species recorded.  

 

It must be noted, for posterity’s sake, that our 

party met a few…delays… during our drive 

down the rough Anchicaya road to 

Buenaventura. Namely, a small funeral 

protest being staged in the middle of the road, 

the only road, into Buenaventura had turned 

around traffic from about midday onward 

without exception. Given the rough condition 

of the road we had just descended, and the 

vehicles provided being only barely up to the 

task in the first place, we were not going to 

turn around and head back, just 20 minutes 

from our destination. The protest being 

staged was in memoriam of a young member of the local community that had accidentally been fatally 

wounded by the Colombian army during an exercise the night before. Understandably, the community 

members were distraught and promised a road blockage until restitution be paid by the government. As 

an initial solution to their (and our) immediate concerns, I spoke with a couple of heads of the community 

and proposed to start a memorial fund in honour of the victim. Our party would provide some mild 

initiative to the fund, in return for passage. After about an hour’s deliberation and socialising, it was 

settled – we were let through.  

 

Immediately thereafter, not three minutes down the road, we were ceremoniously pulled over by the anti-

narco police, who were “tipped off” by colleagues watching the protest. Our passage through the 

blockade attracted attention, despite our best efforts to conceal the donation. Certainly, the police 

watching us pass through the roadblock, as 

the only vehicles to be allowed to do so all 

day, decided we were worthy of interest. The 

anti-narco shakedown included a roadside 

bag search, pat-down, and inspection of 

documents. This was done methodically, 

slowly, seemingly in hopes that we would tire 

of their efforts and offer some sort of 

compensation for expedited treatment. We 

had discussed this likelihood, as a group, after 

being pulled over. It was decided that we 

would not aide nor abed any corrupt activity, 

and patiently waited for them to complete Bicolored Antbird by Forrest Rowland 

Black-breasted Puffbird by Adam Riley 
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their duty. In the meantime, I organised for other transport to come and fetch us from the scene, 

minimising our delay at the hands of the authorities. Upon its arrival, we transferred the bags to our van, 

and were off. The day that began with a 4am departure, ended with an 8pm check-in to our 

accommodations at Buenaventura. A long, but productive day, in both birds and great stories to tell!  

 

The final morning of the main tour was spent 

at San Cipriano. Aside from being a large 

reserve covering thousands of acres of 

untouched Choco lowland forest, the means 

of transport to arrive is certainly a novelty. By 

organising an early start with local drivers, 

we found ourselves seated on benches, 

aboard what the locals dub “brujitas”, 

zooming up the railroad tracks towards our 

birding destination. Ingenious little vehicles, 

“brujitas” are simply wooden platforms 

mounted aboard rail wheels, powered by a 

motorcycle (also attached) which rides the 

right-hand track. Benches are bolted in. A roof is provided in case of rain. In a place with no roads and 

wildly fluctuating water level to the marginally-navigable river, this method of riding the rails made great 

sense! And it was lots of fun.  

 

The birding at San Cipriano, though short in duration, was eventful. About the first species we came 

across was the uber-rare Blue-whiskered Tanager, with one perched in a leaf-nude fruiting tree for scope 

views! The second exciting species of the morning, which arrived at the same tree not 5 minutes later, 

was Saffron-headed Parrot!!! This much sought-after, seldom-seen endemic is not only rare but colourful. 

Four flew and perched to preen in full view for about 10 minutes! After a quick coffee and field breakfast 

watching the tree, we stumbled into a mixed flock complete with Slate-throated Gnatcatcher and one of 

the headline species of the morning – 

Sapayoa. This bizarre monotypic species is 

most closely related to African broadbills, 

apparently, and is the only bird in this 

hemisphere that is anything like them. Buff-

throated Foliage-gleaner, Chestnut-backed 

and Bare-crowned Antbirds, and a few other 

species were nice finds, but it was Five-

colored Barbet that was the target of our 

search. Again, we prevailed, and after some 

effort we coaxed a male into view, to display 

in full view, in the scope. It was a fine ending 

to a wonderful tour! From here, we made our Sapayoa by Adam Riley 

Rufous-winged Tanager by Adam Riley 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/colombia


Trip Report – RBL Colombia - Remote + Mitu Extension 2018       23

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                      View more tours to Colombia  

way to Cali Airport for return flights to Bogota. Upon arrival in Bogota, we said goodbye to Andy, Eva, 

and Paul, who would not be able to join us in Mitu. It was a great crew, and the enthusiasm and unity 

expressed by all was truly appreciated.  

 

Mitu is hard to describe to an audience that 

has not been on the flight in. Two hours’ 

flight over endless green llanos and lowland 

rainforest, with a few hardtop basaltic domes 

rising up, monolithic, out of the sea of green 

like volcanic islands in the deep ocean. The 

mighty Vaupes River, raging through the 

endless forest muddy and deep. It’s quite a 

scene to behold! Amidst all of this raw nature, 

a town appears below you. Seemingly 

sprouting out of nothing, Mitu has long been 

a meeting place for indigenous tribes to meet, 

trade goods, socialise. At some point about 

thirty years ago, it was decided to be a good place for a hydroelectric project. That project, alone, is the 

only real civilisation the area has seen. It helped usher in a sense of modernity, though the place is still a 

far cry from anything modern. There is essentially no Wi-Fi. No landlines. Mitu is only reached by plane, 

or by boat. The latter being the better part of a full day’s journey from the nearest port. It is truly isolated. 

And is one of the best access points in all of the Amazon for seeing some of the rarest species north of 

the Amazon River.  

 

Our visit was one day shorter than those I’d 

made previously, as we had already spent 3 

weeks in-country on the Remote Tour. I 

figured it would prove enough to get views of 

most, if not all, of the key species. We 

enjoyed nice weather, with very little rain 

catching us away from cover. Logistics were 

all clean, save for the first morning when the 

boat didn’t arrive. We rescheduled and lost 

very little time on that issue, at all. Our 

schedule was to visit the secondary forest and 

edge areas at Urania the first afternoon, spend 

the following morning in White Sand Forests 

at Mitu Cachiveira, an afternoon at Ceima Cachiveira for Guianan Cock-of-the-rock, spend two full days 

in the Tayasu area, and have an afternoon at La Libertad to scout this new birding site across the river. 

The plan went off without a hitch. We only missed two hoped-for target species: Black Bushbird and 

White-naped Seedeater. Both are terribly seasonal and can be difficult. Brown-banded Puffbird, Negro 

Chestnut-backed Antbird by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

Red-fan Parrot by Forrest Rowland 
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Stipple-throated Antwren, Collared Gnatwren, Yellow-browed Antbird, and Pavonine Quetzal remained 

heard-only species. Of course, with a list of 550+ possible species, we missed others, but the members 

of our dozens-long list of hoped-for species played remarkably! We enjoyed unforgettable looks at 

Azure-naped Jay, Chestnut-crested Antbird, 

Red-fan Parrot, Amazonian Umbrellabird, 

and so many more!!!  

 

The list of highlights from our 4 days at Mitu, 

which netted nearly 300 species, was as 

follows: Fiery Topaz, Black-bellied 

Thorntail, Black-throated Hermit, Green-

tailed Goldenthroat, Grey-headed Kite 

(displaying), Tiny Hawk, Black-tailed and 

Blue-crowned Trogons, Chestnut-capped and 

Collared Puffbirds, Yellow-billed, Bronzy, 

and Paradise Jacamars, Gilded and Lemon-

throated Barbets, Letter and Ivory-billed Aracaris, Tawny-tufted Toucanet, Orinoco Piculet, Ringed, 

Scale-breasted, Chestnut, Yellow-throated, and Golden-green Woodpeckers, Lined Forest Falcon, 

Orange-cheeked, Festive, and Red-fan Parrots, 4 species of macaw, Blackish-grey and Amazonian 

Antshrikes, Yellow-throated, Cherrie’s, and Spot-backed Antwrens, Imeri Warbling Antbird, Black-

headed, Grey-bellied, White-plumed, Chestnut-crested, and Banded Antbirds (among many other 

antbirds), Spot-throated, White-chinned, and Bar-bellied Woodcreepers, Slender-billed and Rufous-

tailed Xenopses, Point-tailed Palmcreeper, Amazonian Tyrannulet, White-crested Spadebill, Citron-

bellied Attila, Saffron-crested Tyrant-Manakin, Black, Yellow-crested, Western Striped, White-

crowned, and Golden-headed Manakins, White-browed Purpletuft, Brown-headed and Lemon-chested 

Greenlets, Azure-naped Jay, Plumbeous and 

Rufous-bellied Euphonias, Green and Olive 

Oropendolas, Flame-crested, Fulvous-

crested, Red-shouldered, Masked Crimson, 

Yellow-bellied, Masked, Paradise, Opal-

rumped, and Green-and-gold Tanagers, 

White-bellied and Yellow-bellied Dacnises, 

Short-billed Honeycreeper, and Lined 

Seedeater.  

 

My personal thanks go to the intrepid 

clientele. I hope to see you all on another 

adventure, soon! 

  

  

  

Lemon-throated Barbet by Adam Riley 

Banded Antbird by Dubi Shapiro 
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Species Accounts 

Taxonomy follows IOC v8.2. “*” denotes heard-only species. “E” refers to Endemic species, “NE” 

refers to near-endemics. “En” labels endangered species, “Cr” for Critically Endangered. 

Total Bird Species Recorded: 932 (including 35 endemics & 94 near endemics) 

 
TINAMOUS      7  

*White-throated Tinamou 

*Highland Tinamou  

*Tawny-breasted Tinamou  

Cinereous Tinamou – Mitu; one flushed from the trail at Mitu Cachiveira 

*Little Tinamou 

*Grey-legged Tinamou      

*Red-legged Tinamou 

SCREAMERS     2 

Northern Screamer (NE) – a pair seen on the highway en route to Rio Claro across the Magdalena Valley 

Horned Screamer – great scope views of a few at Laguna de Sonsa, near Cali. Great bird! 

DUCKS & GEESE     7 

Black-bellied Whistling Duck – fairly numerous at wetlands throughout the Magdalena, and at Sonsa 

Fulvous Whistling Duck – a few seen in flight at Laguna de Sonsa 

Blue-winged Teal – a few in the highlands, and at Laguna de Sonsa 

Andean Teal (NE) – a few of these at Sumapaz were our only encounter 

Andean Duck – Numerous at the wetland of Sumapaz 

CHACHALACAS, CURASSOWS & GUANS     6 

*Rufous-vented Chachalaca (NE)  

Speckled Chachalaca – Mitu; several individuals seen 

Colombian Chachalaca (E) – seen on several days, including at fruit feeders!  

Band-tailed Guan (NE) – nice looks at a few in the Perija range 

Andean Guan – a family group coming to the feeder in the Perija range 

Sickle-winged Guan – a few encounters, with many nice views 

NEW WORLD QUAILS     4 

Crested Bobwhite – incredible experience with a responsive pair at Los Besotes 

Marbled Wood Quail – Mitu; looks at two that walked through our view while looking for an Antbird! 

*Black-fronted Wood Quail (NE, Vu)  

*Gorgeted Wood Quail (E, Vu)  
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IBISES & SPOONBILLS     5 

Buff-necked Ibis – several on the drive from Valledupar to Ocana 

Green Ibis – Mitu; seen on three days 

Bare-faced Ibis – numerous and seen at several locations 

Glossy Ibis – a few at Laguna de Sonsa 

Roseate Spoonbill – one spotted while crossing the Magdalena Valley 

BITTERNS & HERONS     11 

Rufescent Tiger Heron – a pair spotted while crossing the Magdalena Valley 

Fasciated Tiger Heron – one seen in the river while driving towards Medellin 

Black-crowned Night Heron – a few flying over Laguna de Sonsa at dusk 

Striated Heron – relatively widespread in low numbers 

Western Cattle Egret – widespread and very numerous 

Cocoi Heron – A few seen crossing the Magdalena Valley and at Laguna de Sonsa 

Great Egret – ubiquitous in low numbers 

Capped Heron – one seen en route from Valledupar to Ocana 

Whistling Heron – gorgeous bird, and rare where we saw it near Valledupar! 

Little Blue Heron – Mitu; only one seen flying downriver 

Snowy Egret – present in very low numbers throughout the wetlands 

CORMORANTS     1 

Neotropic Cormorant – a few seen at various locations 

ANHINGAS, DARTERS      1 

Anhinga – one seen at the Sogamosa Reservoir 

NEW WORLD VULTURES     6 

Turkey Vulture – common and widespread 

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture – a few seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture – Mitu; several seen daily here 

Black Vulture – the most common and widespread species, perhaps, of the tour, though absent from Mitu. 

King Vulture – unforgettable, looking up to discover one perched not 20 feet overhead near Rio Claro 

Andean Condor (NT) – Fabulous adult came cruising past below eye-level, was lost, then reappeared 

soaring overhead in the Perija range!  

OSPREYS      1 

Western Osprey – three seen during the tour, at widespread locations; a winter visitor 

KITES, HAWKS & EAGLES      23 

White-tailed Kite – one seen the first morning of the tour, en route to Sumapaz 
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Pearl Kite – a few seen en route from Valledupar to Ocana 

Grey-headed Kite – Mitu; Stellar views of a pair displaying at Urania! 

Swallow-tailed Kite – fairly common in appropriate habitat 

Black Hawk-Eagle – one immature cruising by low, overhead, at Perija 

Black-and-chestnut Eagle (Vu) – Outstanding views of two adults in the Perija range  

Double-toothed Kite – Mitu; one seen soaring 

Tiny Hawk – Mitu; one bird, with a full crop, flew slowly over us 

Plumbeous Kite – several seen in lowland tropical forest situations 

Black-collared Hawk – two en route across the Magdalena Valley 

Snail Kite – numerous at Laguna de Sonsa 

Savanna Hawk – individuals seen at a number of open and arid sites 

Great Black Hawk – nice views of one adult soaring at Sogamosa Reservoir 

Barred Hawk – close looks at a low-flying individual en route back from Santa Cecilia 

Roadside Hawk – fairly common from lowlands to subtropics 

White-rumped Hawk – great views of one soaring at Cerro Montezuma 

White-tailed Hawk – one seen near en route to Ocana 

Variable Hawk – a pair seen at the Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle – a family group of six seen at Sumapaz, followed by one at Perija 

Grey-lined Hawk – a pair at Los Besotes showed well 

Broad-winged Hawk – several at montane sites throughout; winter visitor 

Short-tailed Hawk – nice looks at a dark morph low in the Perija range 

Zone-tailed Hawk – two individuals encountered during the tour, one in Magdalena Valley, the other at 

Sogamosa Reservoir 

RAILS, CRAKES & COOTS     6 

*White-throated Crake 

*Bogota Rail (E, En)  

Grey-necked Wood Rail – seen at Laguna de Sonsa 

Purple Gallinule – several at Laguna de Sonsa 

Common Gallinule – common at Laguna de Sonsa 

American Coot - the local, disjunct colombiana subspecies 

LIMPKIN      1 

Limpkin – one at Laguna de Sonsa 

THICK-KNEES      1 

Double-striped Thick-knee – more than two dozen in a field at Los Besotes!!!  
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PLOVERS      1 

Southern Lapwing – several seen at various locations during the tour 

JACANAS     1 

Wattled Jacana – many seen during the tour in small numbers 

SANDPIPERS, SNIPES      2 

Greater Yellowlegs – two at Sumapaz, and a couple more while crossing the Magdalena Valley 

Spotted Sandpiper – a few seen at various sites 

PIGEONS & DOVES      21 

Rock Dove – present at nearly all cosmopolitan areas 

Scaled Pigeon – San Cipriano and Mitu; beautiful scope views of this handsome bird 

Bare-eyed Pigeon (NE) – a few nice looks at Los Besotes 

Band-tailed Pigeon – common throughout highlands 

Pale-vented Pigeon – a few seen in the Magdalena Valley and at Mitu 

Plumbeous Pigeon – Montezuma and Mitu; scope views of a few 

Ruddy Pigeon (Vu) –Several seen well at subtropical and tropical sites 

Dusky Pigeon – nice views of a few at Anchicaya and San Cipriano 

Scaled Dove – fairly numerous at Los Besotes 

Common Ground Dove – numerous at Los Besotes 

Plain-breasted Ground Dove – a few in the Cauca Valley, and several at Mitu 

Ruddy Ground Dove – common and widespread 

Blue Ground Dove – Mitu; several fantastic views, including scope looks 

*Maroon-chested Ground Dove  

*Indigo-crowned Quail-Dove 

White-tipped Dove – common and widespread 

*Grey-fronted Dove 

*Pallid Dove 

Grey-chested Dove – One seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Lined Quail-Dove – fine views at a feeder at Reinita Azul 

Eared Dove – fairly common in agricultural settings throughout 

CUCKOOS     6 

Greater Ani – Seen while crossing the Magdalena Valley 

Smooth-billed Ani – common throughout lowlands 

Groove-billed Ani – fairly common in arid habitats 

Striped Cuckoo – fabulous views, including in the scope, of a responsive bird in the Magdalena Valley 
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Squirrel Cuckoo – several seen well in forested habitats throughout 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo – presumably the same bird, seen on two separate visits, at Los Besotes 

OWLS     6 

Tropical Screech Owl – great views at Reinita Azul 

Mottled Owl – awesome looks at a pair at Reinita Azul 

*Rufous-banded Owl 

Andean Pygmy Owl – fabulous views of one mobbed by White-capped Tanagers and several species of 

hummingbirds at the Fuertes’s Parrot site 

*Cloud Forest Pygmy Owl (NE, Vu) 

Ferruginous Pygmy Owl – a few seen well at Los Besotes 

OILBIRD     1 

Oilbird – dozens inhabiting the wondrous Oilbird Cave near Rio Claro 

POTOOS    1 

Common Potoo – two on roost at Laguna de Sonsa! 

NIGHTJARS     6 

Common Nighthawk – Mitu; numerous at dusk over town 

Short-tailed Nighthawk – one seen by participants near Buenaventura while we were being detained by 

police 

Blackish Nightjar – Mitu; a few seen on the road system 

Pauraque – Mitu; a few seen on the road system 

Band-winged Nightjar – seen at a few different high elevation sites, especially Perija 

Lyre-tailed Nightjar – one on a day roost at right on the road, Anchicaya 

SWIFTS      11 

Spot-fronted Swift (DD) – Good numbers giving great looks, flying low overhead, at Cerro Montezuma! 

Chestnut-collared Swift  - Several seen at various locations throughout the subtropics 

White-collared Swift – the most frequently encountered Swift of the tour 

Band-rumped Swift – relatively numerous over lower Anchicaya 

Pale-rumped Swift – Mitu; a rare bird in northern Amazonia, 3 individuals at Urania must have been this 

species 

Grey-rumped Swift – a few seen, definitively, at Rio Claro and many more seen at Mitu.  

Chimney Swift – Mitu; a few seen at Urania 

Short-tailed Swift – Mitu; common 

White-tipped Swift – an incredible show of dozens flying low over the fields at Reinita Azul! 

Neotropical Palm Swift – Mitu; common 
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Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift – nice views of a pair at San Cipriano, with many more at Mitu 

HUMMINGBIRDS     82 

Rufous-breasted Hermit – great looks at a bird on the nest, Reinita Azul, and elsewhere. 

Band-tailed Barbthroat – nice looks at a bird at Rio Claro 

Green Hermit – common in subtropics 

White-whiskered Hermit – outstanding looks at Montezuma and Anchicaya! 

White-bearded Hermit – seemingly uncommon in edge and secondary forest at Mitu 

Tawny-bellied Hermit – views at feeders, Montezuma 

Pale-bellied Hermit – awesome looks at Rio Claro of lekking birds 

Sooty-capped Hermit (NE) – one seen briefly above Minaure, Perija 

Stripe-throated Hermit – gorgeous scope views of displaying males at Paujil! 

Black-throated Hermit – Mitu; one came in close to check us out at Ceima Cachiveira 

Tooth-billed Hummingbird (NE) – a few of this scarce, range-restricted species seen well at Anchicaya 

Green-fronted Lancebill – nice looks at a couple at Montezuma 

Lazuline Sabrewing – lovely male perched up in the coffee plantations below Reinita Azul was a surprise! 

Grey-breasted Sabrewing – Mitu; fairly common in a variety of habitats here, especially sandy soil forest 

White-necked Jacobin – fairly common at nearly all feeder setups 

Brown Violetear – several coming to feeders at Reinita Azul 

Lesser Violetear – fairly common in the subtropics throughout 

Sparkling Violetear – common in the high Andes 

Black-throated Mango – uncommon in lowlands throughout 

Fiery Topaz – Mitu; SPECTACULAR! One of the best hummingbirds on Earth; we saw two males 

Black-bellied Thorntail – Mitu; three of this scarce species seen well! 

Green Thorntail – a few coming to feeders at Montezuma and Anchicaya 

Western Emerald (NE) – one of these beauties coming to the porterweed at Montezuma  

Red-billed Emerald (NE) – a pair seen at Los Besotes 

Coppery Emerald (NE) – two of this scarce species seen very well in the Perija! 

Short-tailed Emerald (NE) – pretty common at Reinita Azul feeders 

Crowned Woodnymph – common throughout subtropic and lowland forested situations 

Fork-tailed Woodnymph – Mitu; common 

Violet-bellied Hummingbird – one seen at Rio Claro, coming to a blooming tree; pretty bird 

Shining Green Hummingbird (E) – A few of these stunners showed nicely at Los Besotes! 

Blue-headed Sapphire (NE) – Male always takes observers by surprise with its beauty; KM 18 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird – common in lowlands throughout, except Mitu. 
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Chestnut-bellied Hummingbird (E, En) – two seen roadside en route to Reinita Azul from Bucaramanga 

Green-tailed Goldenthroat – Mitu; image-filled scope views at Urania! 

Versicolored Emerald – Mitu; common 

Glittering-throated Emerald – Mitu; one seen in town 

Andean Emerald – a few of these dapper birds at feeder setups 

Blue-chested Hummingbird – a few at Rio Claro 

Purple-chested Hummingbird (NE) – One seen at low elevation on the Anchicaya road 

Steely-vented Hummingbird (NE) – widespread in low numbers 

Indigo-capped Hummingbird (E) – common at the feeders at Reinita Azul 

White-vented Plumeleteer – a couple seen during the tour, in humid lowlands 

Speckled Hummingbird – only a few seen in subtropics at various locales 

Fawn-breasted Brilliant – only common at Km 18, few seen elsewhere 

Green-crowned Brilliant – in low numbers at various sites 

Empress Brilliant (NE) - a few of this stunning Choco endemic seen at Montezuma and Anchicaya 

White-tailed (Rufous-gaped) Hillstar – a few at Montezuma put on a show! 

Buff-tailed Coronet – a few seen, with best views at KM 18 

Velvet-purple Coronet (NE) – one stunning male seen at Cerro Montezuma   

Mountain Velvetbreast – two at Perija, and a couple more mobbing a pygmy-owl at Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Bronzy Inca – a few seen at KM 18 

Brown Inca (NE) – a few of this regional endemic seen in the forest, and one at the feeder at Montezuma 

Black Inca (E, Vu) – great views of this unique endemic at Reinita Azul, feeders in the forest 

Collared Inca – several at higher elevation subtropic sites 

Golden-bellied Starfrontlet (NE) – what a beauty! Stunning male and females at Chicaque 

Blue-throated Starfrontlet (NE) – pair seen at feeders during a bit of free time at Observatorio de Colibries 

Buff-winged Starfrontlet – only two at the Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Sword-billed Hummingbird – wonderful species! One seen at Fuertes’s Parrot site, others near Bogota 

Longemaure’s Sunangel (NE) – great views of a few in the Perija range, and a couple near Bucaramanga 

Tourmaline Sunangel (NE) – common at Chicaque, with a smattering elsewhere 

Amethyst-throated Sunangel – one “Langemaure’s” subspecies seen at Chingaza 

Glowing Puffleg – a few seen at Sumapaz, and others at Observatorio de Colibries 

Greenish Puffleg – nice views at La Romera, and later on Cerro Montezuma 

Purple-bibbed Whitetip – several at feeders at Montezuma, and in the forest 

White-booted Racket-tail – a few seen at various locations 

Black-tailed Trainbearer – awesome males at Observatorio de Colibries 
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Green-tailed Trainbearer – a few at Sumapaz, others at Observatorio de Colibries 

Purple-backed Thornbill – fabulous view of this stunner at Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Mountain Avocetbill – outstanding experience with this rare bird, singing, at Fuertes’s Parrot site!! 

Green-bearded Helmetcrest (E) – we had several encounters with 2 or 3 individuals at Sumapaz  

Tyrian Metaltail – pretty common at high elevation 

Perija Metaltail (NE, En) – four of this rare species, almost certainly more closely related to Thornbills 

than Metaltails, seen well at treeline in the Perija range 

Viridian Metaltail (NE) – several seen well mobbing the Andean Pygmy Owl at Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Bronze-tailed Thornbill (NE) – brief views of one at Sumapaz 

Long-tailed Sylph – several seen at feeders in the subtropics throughout 

Violet-tailed Sylph (NE) – Always a treat to see this lovely species, common at Montezuma 

Geoffrey’s Wedgebill – one seen well in the forest near Bucaramanga 

White-throated Wedgebill (NE) – One turned up at the feeders at KM 18 

Purple-throated Woodstar – common at Montezuma 

White-bellied Woodstar – a few of this fun species near Bogota 

Gorgeted Woodstar – two seen during the tour, one near Ocana and the other near Bucaramanga 

Rufous-shafted Woodstar (NE) – at least five feeding on blooming Eucalypts in the Perija range 

TROGONS     13 

*Pavonine Quetzal 

Golden-headed Quetzal – stunning views of two males! 

Crested Quetzal – outstanding views of a male at Perija 

*White-tipped Quetzal  

Black-tailed Trogon – Mitu; one female near Mitu Cachiveira 

White-tailed Trogon – a few seen at Santa Cecilia and others at San Cipriano 

Green-backed Trogon – Mitu; common  

*Gartered Trogon  

*Amazonian Trogon  

Black-throated Trogon – a probable split, two important subspecies seen: tenellus and rufus 

Collared Trogon – one seen above Reinita Azul, and another turned up at Mitu, where rare. 

Blue-crowned Trogon – Mitu; a real beauty, seen at Tayasu 

Masked Trogon – one seen well at Montezuma 

KINGFISHERS      3 

Green Kingfisher – one seen near Minaure 

Amazon Kingfisher – a few individuals seen at various sites 
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Ringed Kingfisher – the most common kingfisher of the tour 

MOTMOTS      5 

Whooping Motmot – one seen well in Minaure, lower Perija 

*Amazonian Motmot  

Andean Motmot – several of this beautiful species seen 

Rufous Motmot – two outstanding encounters with this handsome species, at Santa Cecilia and Anchicaya 

Broad-billed Motmot – amazing close views at Rio Claro, and Anchicaya 

JACAMARS      4 

Yellow-billed Jacamar – Mitu; a gorgeous pair seen at Tayasu 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar – a pair seen on the Anchicaya road 

Bronzy Jacamar – Mitu; eye-popping views of this handsome bird, Urania, elsewhere 

Paradise Jacamar – Mitu; what a stunner! Several seen 

PUFFBIRDS      13 

*White-necked Puffbird – Mitu; one heard at Tayasu 

Black-breasted Puffbird – awesome views of a few at Anchicaya and San Cipriano 

*Brown-banded Puffbird 

Chestnut-capped Puffbird – Mitu; killer views of one at Ceima Cachiveira! 

Collared Puffbird – Mitu; this rare species is seldom seen, though our views were phenomenal 

*Barred Puffbird  

Russet-throated Puffbird – lovely pair at Los Besotes 

White-whiskered Puffbird – perched up nicely at Santa Cecilia 

*White-chested Puffbird 

Moustached Puffbird (NE) – wonderful views of one at Montezuma 

Grey-cheeked Nunlet – brief views near Rio Claro 

White-fronted Nunbird – Mitu; ridiculously responsive birds in the forest at Tayasu 

Swallow-winged Puffbird – Mitu; common 

NEW WORLD BARBETS      6 

Spot-crowned Barbet (NE) – several seen at Anchicaya and Santa Cecilia 

White-mantled Barbet (E, En) – great views of singing male at Rio Claro! 

Gilded Barbet – Mitu; several seen well 

Five-colored Barbet (NE, Vu) – after some work, awesome scope views of a displaying male 

Lemon-throated Barbet – Mitu; beautiful bird!! A pair at Tayasu in a mega mixed flock 

Red-headed Barbet – common on West Slope subtropics  

TOUCAN BARBET     1 
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*Toucan Barbet (NE, NT) 

TOUCANS     16 

White-throated Toucanet – both griseigularis and albivitta 

Groove-billed Toucanet (NE) – a pair seen well above Minaure, Perija 

Crimson-rumped Toucanet – seen at KM 18 

Lettered Aracari – Mitu; fantastic looks at several at various sites 

Ivory-billed Aracari – Mitu; stunning species, seen well on a few days  

Many-banded Aracari – Mitu; two family groups seen near Mitu 

Collared Aracari – common around Rio Claro 

Stripe-billed Aracari – many encountered at Anchicaya and San Cipriano 

Tawny-tufted Toucanet (NE) – Mitu; great binocular and scope looks at a pair of this beautiful rarity! 

Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan (NT)– crazy…seen standing at the same spot as the following species 

Black-billed Mountain Toucan – an incredible pair flew in right on top of us at Fuertes’s Parrot site!!! 

Channel-billed Toucan – Mitu; common 

Citron-throated Toucan (NE) – nice scope views at Rio Claro 

White-throated Toucan – Mitu; common 

Choco Toucan (NE) – a pair on the Anchicaya road 

Yellow-throated Toucan (Vu) – several on the Anchicaya road and around Rio Claro 

WOODPECKERS     25 

Orinoco Piculet (NE) – Mitu; a few of these range-restricted birds seen well  

Olivaceous Piculet – common in lowlands, including a very peculiar subspecies near Ocana, eisenmanni, 

which responded enthusiastically to playback of Scaled Piculet.  

Greyish Piculet (E) – two individuals in a mixed flock in the Cauca Valley 

Chestnut Piculet (NE) – we had crushing views of this spectacular bird at Los Besotes 

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker – Mitu; common 

Beautiful Woodpecker (E) – one of these ornate woodpeckers put on a show for us near Reinita Azul 

Black-cheeked Woodpecker – a few gorgeous pairs in Anchicaya 

Red-crowned Woodpecker – common and widespread 

Red-rumped Woodpecker – several individuals seen well in the Magdalena valley environs 

Smoky-brown Woodpecker – A few individuals seen in the subtropics 

*Red-stained Woodpecker 

*Lita Woodpecker (NE) 

Yellow-throated Woodpecker – Mitu; one seen well in a mixed flock in Tayasu 

Golden-green Woodpecker – Mitu; nice views in a flock at Tayasu, capistratus ssp.  
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Crimson-mantled Woodpecker – brief view in a monster mixed flock above Bucaramanga 

Golden-olive Woodpecker – one seen well at Cerro Montezuma 

Spot-breasted Woodpecker – beautiful bird seen well in Magdalena Valley environs 

Cinnamon Woodpecker – fabulous looks near Rio Claro 

Scaly-breasted Woodpecker – Mitu; great views at Tayasu 

Chestnut Woodpecker – Mitu; beautiful beast of a woodpecker showed nicely at Tayasu, eating flowers 

Ringed Woodpecker – fabulous scope views of this scarce bird, occidentalis ssp. 

Lineated Woodpecker - widespread 

*Red-necked Woodpecker 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker – Mitu; a few seen in somewhat disturbed habitats 

CARACARAS, FALCONS      12 

Black Caracara – Mitu; fairly common in open areas 

Red-throated Caracara – Mitu; a few great views of this species, which is relatively common here 

Northern Crested Caracara – Seen on several days during the tour 

Yellow-headed Caracara – widespread and common in lowlands 

Laughing Falcon – a few seen during the main tour 

Barred Forest Falcon – one came in like a bullet, responding to playback in the Perija 

Lined Forest Falcon – Mitu; one snatched a rodent out of the road right in front of the lead vehicle 

*Collared Forest Falcon 

American Kestrel – not uncommon in open areas 

Aplomado Falcon – one seen very well at Los Besotes was a real treat! 

Merlin – one individual seen near treeline in the Perija was a surprise 

Bat Falcon – a few nice encounters with this lovely bird 

PARROTS      32 

Blue-fronted Parrotlet – brief flyby views at Anchicaya 

*Sapphire-rumped Parrotlet 

Barred Parakeet – flyby of 6 in the Perija range 

Orange-chinned Parakeet – common in most lowlands 

Cobalt-winged Parakeet – Mitu; common 

Saffron-headed Parrot (NE, NT) – unbelievable views of 4 perched birds at San Cipriano! 

Rose-faced Parrot (NE) – great flights view of 7 birds at Montezuma! 

Orange-cheeked Parrot – Mitu; a few flybys of individuals and pairs 

Fuertes’s Parrot (E, Cr) – 8 of this exceptionally rare, beautiful species, landed right in front us!!! 

Red-billed Parrot – Several groups in flight at Perija 
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White-capped Parrot – A group of 7 in flight came past us at Cerro Montezuma 

Blue-headed Parrot – common in lowlands throughout 

Bronze-winged Parrot – 8 flushed out of a tree right behind Montezuma Lodge on afternoon 

Red-lored Amazon – a pair seen flying past, low, at San Cipriano 

Festive Amazon (Vu) – Mitu; dozens at dawn over the river 

Yellow-crowned Amazon – two pairs seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Orange-winged Amazon – a few in the Magdalena Valley, others at Mitu 

Scaly-naped Amazon – relatively numerous this tour at high elevations 

Southern Mealy Amazon (NT) – Mitu; common 

Black-headed Parrot – Mitu; common, and always a joy to watch! 

Red-fan Parrot – Mitu; one of the highlights of any tour during which it’s seen! Awesome views of the 

accipitrinus ssp.  

Spectacled Parrotlet – seen at several lowland sites in Magdalena and Cauca environs 

Maroon-tailed Parakeet – Mitu; surely up for a split, the nominate ssp. seen 

Brown-throated Parakeet – common around Valledupar 

Red-bellied Macaw – Mitu; numerous this year!  

Chestnut-fronted Macaw – Mitu; three at Urania 

Military Macaw (Vu) – a pair seen in flight over the Perija range 

Blue-and-yellow Macaw – seven stunning individuals seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Scarlet Macaw – numerous at Mitu, including wonderful scope views! 

*Red-and-green Macaw  

Scarlet-fronted Parakeet (NE, NT) – a group of more than thirty seen well at KM 18 

Golden-plumed Parakeet (Vu) – large group of a dozen gave a nice flyby at the Fuertes’s Parrot site 

SAPAYOA    1 

Sapayoa – two of this rare, monotypic species seen very well at San Cipriano! 

OVENBIRDS     63 

Chestnut-winged Cinclodes – two seen at Sumapaz 

Caribbean Hornero (NE) – several seen at Los Besotes, a few heard later 

*Andean Tit-Spinetail  

Perija Thistletail (NE, En) – two pairs seen well, at treeline, in the Perija range 

Streak-backed Canastero – one responded above treeline in the Perija range of the phelpsi ssp.  

Many-striped Canastero – a responsive pair at Sumapaz showed wonderfully 

White-whiskered Spinetail (NE) – this fantastic species showed well at Los Besotes! 

Rufous Spinetail – the distinctive munoztebari subspecies of the Perija range seen well 
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Stripe-breasted Spinetail – great views of this handsome bird at Ocana 

Silvery-throated Spinetail (E) – we found two individuals at Sumapaz 

Azara's Spinetail – quick views in a couple places, common in subtropics 

Pale-breasted Spinetail – several in the high grass at Reinita Azul, the insignis ssp.  

Slaty Spinetail – great views of a pair below Reinita Azul 

White-browed Spinetail – nice views of a pair at the Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Red-faced Spinetail – common on the West Slope 

Ash-browed Spinetail – a pair above Bucaramanga showed well in a mixed flock 

Spectacled Prickletail – Incredible!! This rarely seen species showed wonderfully for us above 

Bucaramanga, where not recorded previously 

Double-banded Greytail – stunning views of a pair less than 15 feet away below Reinita Azul 

Rusty-winged Barbtail – two individuals turned up in mixed flocks in high subtropics 

Spotted Barbtail – heard often, only one seen well at Montezuma 

Star-chested Treerunner (NE, NT) – only one seen at Montezuma 

Pacific Tuftedcheek (NE) – a few seen well in separate mixed flocks at Tangaras 

Streaked Tuftedcheek – two seen well in the Perija were our only encounter 

Point-tailed Palmcreeper – Mitu; always a treat! A pair seen right in town 

Montane Foliage-gleaner – quite a few seen in mixed flocks in the subtropics 

Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner – the West Andes replacement for the previous species 

Lineated Foliage-gleaner – insanely great views of a responsive pair near Bucaramanga; heard elsewhere 

Western Woodhaunter – one skulking along the road, mostly out of view, at dusk at Montezuma 

Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner – nice looks at Montezuma 

*Cinnamon-rumped Foliage-gleaner  

Uniform Treehunter – great views at Montezuma! 

Striped Treehunter – amazing looks at a responsive bird above Bucaramanga 

Streak-capped Treehunter – a pair seen at KM 18, near a nest 

Flammulated Treehunter – nice looks at a bird following the massive mixed flock above Bucaramanga 

Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner – one individual of the pallidigularis ssp. seen well at San Cipriano 

*Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner  

Rufous-tailed Xenops – Mitu; outstanding looks at this nuthatch-like furnariid at Ceima 

Slender-billed Xenops – a few observed in the larger canopy flocks of Tayasu  

Plain Xenops – only a few seen in the humid lowlands 

Streaked Xenops – a pair showed nicely above Reinita Azul 

Tyrannine Woodcreeper – great looks! 
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Plain-brown Woodcreeper – Mitu; attending the large antswarm we encountered 

White-chinned Woodcreeper – Mitu; attending the large antswarm we encountered 

Long-tailed Woodcreeper (NT) – one individual of the minor subspecies seen at Montezuma 

Spot-throated Woodcreeper – one showed well in one of the several, massive, mixed flocks at Tayasu 

Olivaceous Woodcreeper – widespread, two subspecies (silvioides and amazonus) noted 

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper – a few seen at humid lowland sites 

Bar-bellied Woodcreeper – Mitu; one of these rare, impressive, birds turned up at the antswarm! 

Strong-billed Woodcreeper – a pair in the Perija range of the procerus subspecies 

*Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper 

Black-banded Woodcreeper – awesome views of a close pair at Reinita Azul 

Straight-billed Woodcreeper – two seen in the Magdalena Valley 

*Striped Woodcreeper  

Ocellated Woodcreeper – Mitu; attending the antswarm 

*Buff-throated Woodcreeper 

Cocoa Woodcreeper – one seen near Rio Claro 

Spotted Woodcreeper – two seen at Anchicaya 

Olive-backed Woodcreeper – a few seen in the middle subtropics 

Streak-headed Woodcreeper – a few seen in flocks in the lowlands 

Duida Woodcreeper – Mitu; only seen once, but certainly present in most of the large mixed flocks 

Montane Woodcreeper – widespread in subtropical forest  

*Red-billed Scythebill  

ANTBIRDS     62 

*Fasciated Antshrike  

*Great Antshrike  

Black-crested Antshrike – nice views at Los Besotes of the pulchellus ssp. 

*Black-backed Antshrike (NE)  

Barred Antshrike – pair seen en route to Ocana 

Bar-crested Antshrike (E) – several seen well, including above Bucaramanga 

Black Antshrike (NE) – amazing views of a pair near the Sogamosa Reservoir! 

Blackish-grey Antshrike – Mitu; splendid experience with a pair of this scarce species 

Uniform Antshrike – a few heard, and three seen, in forested subtropics 

Black-crowned Antshrike – one seen at the Sogamosa Reservoir 

Plain-winged Antshrike – Mitu; great response, with a bird sitting, singing away 

Mouse-colored Antshrike – Mitu; several heard, one seen at Tayasu 
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Amazonian Antshrike – Mitu; several in the white sand forests of Mitu Cachiveira and La Libertad 

*Recurve-billed Bushbird (NE, En) – only one heard at Ocana, where we tried every territory known 

Russet Antshrike – one of the intermedius (recently split) subspecies seen incredibly well at Anchicaya 

Plain Antvireo – a few seen at Montezuma 

Bicolored Antvireo (NE, Vu) – This secretive, rare species was a highlight at Montezuma! 

*Cinereous Antshrike 

Spot-winged Antshrike – Mitu; nice views of a responsive bird at Tayasu 

*Negro Stipple-throated Antwren  

Checker-throated Antwren – pair seen well near Rio Claro 

Moustached Antwren – Mitu; great views of a family group at Urania 

Pygmy Antwren – Mitu; nice looks at Tayasu of this minute nugget of a canopy bird 

Pacific Antwren – feisty pair seen at Rio Claro  

Cherrie’s Antwren –Mitu; several at Mitu Cachiveira 

Yellow-throated Antwren – Mitu; finally scored nice looks, and photos, at Tayasu, after some work 

White-flanked Antwren – pair seen at Rio Claro 

Slaty Antwren – two pairs seen at Reinita Azul and Montezuma 

Long-winged Antwren – Mitu; one pair in a mixed flock at Tayasu 

Grey Antwren – Mitu; a pair seen in mixed flock at Tayasu 

Banded Antbird – Mitu; one of the highlights of the year! This seldom-encountered, and often unseen, 

gem of the deep forest is one of the most unique species of Thamnophilid, with its wind-up toy locomotion 

Spot-backed Antwren – Mitu; great views of this canopy dweller coming low in White Sand Forest 

Yellow-breasted Antwren (Vu) – pair showing nicely in mixed flock at Montezuma 

Dot-winged Antwren – group of five popped up at our breakfast spot, Anchicaya 

Northern White-fringed Antwren  - distinct pairs at Los Besotes of the fumosa subspecies 

Klage’s Antbird (NE, DD) – seen well in the Perija range and again at Ocana 

Rufous-rumped Antwren – seen well at Reinita Azul and Montezuma 

*Grey Antbird 

Dusky Antbird – the tyrannina subspecies seen at Rio Claro and Mitu  

Parker's Antbird (E) – great views of male and females of this endemic at Reinita Azul 

Jet Antbird – awesome response from a male at Sogamosa Reservoir 

Black-faced Antbird – Mitu; fantastic views of a singing male! 

Imeri Warbling Antbird – Mitu; fantastic views of pairs responsing at Tayasu 

*Yellow-browed Antbird  

Black-chinned Antbird – Mitu; one female seen at the bridge by Mitu Cachiveira 
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Bare-crowned Antbird – one male responding, somewhat, at San Cipriano 

Black-headed Antbird – Mitu; stellar views of the minor ssp. at Tayasu, with some effort! 

*White-bellied Antbird  

Chestnut-backed Antbird – responsive male at San Cipriano showed well 

Magdalena Antbird (E, NT) – a pair hopping on rocks, giving full views at Rio Claro! 

Esmeraldas Antbird – nice looks at a male, middle Anchicaya 

Stub-tailed Antbird (NE)– stellar looks at a responsive bird, lower Anchicaya 

Grey-bellied Antbird (NE) – Mitu; fine views of a family group of this rare, white sand specialist 

Black-throated Antbird – Mitu; pair responding roadside gave views for some 

Zeledon’s Antbird – responded well at Montezuma 

White-plumed Antbird – Mitu; with the antswarm, as always. What a beauty! 

Bicolored Antbird – incredibly obliging bird, middle Anchicaya 

White-cheeked Antbird – Mitu; turned up at the antswarm 

Chestnut-crested Antbird (NE) – Mitu; wonderfully responsive male at Tayasu, others at antswarm 

Spot-backed Antbird – Mitu; beautiful little antbird showed well at the antswarm 

Reddish-winged Bare-eye – Mitu; one client managed brief views, but this species was staying at the head 

of antswarm, which was just beyond reasonable view 

Common Scale-backed Antbird – Mitu; attending the antswarm with the rest of the neighborhood  

ANTTHRUSHES     1 

Rufous-capped Antthrush – Mitu; really fun experience with this skulker, responding wildly to playback! 

ANTPITTAS     9 

*Undulated Antpitta  

*Bicoloured Antpitta (NE, Vu)  

*Chestnut-naped Antpitta  

*Yellow-breasted Antpitta  

*White-bellied Antpitta  

Rufous Antpitta – special subspecies saltuensis up for a split as “Perija Antpitta”. Great views! 

Tawny Antpitta – one foraging along a wetland at Sumapaz 

*Thicket Antpitta  

Ochre-breasted Antpitta – one set out beautifully at Montezuma 

GNATEATERS     1 

Chestnut-crowned Gnateater – one showed briefly at Reinita Azul 

TAPACULOS      8 

Narino Tapaculo – awesome looks at a responsive individual at Montezuma 
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Tatama Tapaculo (E) – fun experience with one of these skulkers almost walking across my Bluetooth, 

Montezuma 

Choco Tapaculo – did his best to walk across my Bluetooth speaker at Anchicaya! 

Magdalena Tapaculo (E, En) – Superb little bird, that can be terribly difficult to see, showed at Reinita 

Azul 

Stiles's Tapaculo (E) – One seen at La Romera 

Perija Tapaculo (E) – a few seen near treeline at Perija! 

Pale-bellied Tapaculo (E) – a responsive individual in the open at Sumapaz 

Blackish Tapaculo – seen briefly by one or two participants, played hard-to-see 

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS      107 

Wing-barred Piprites – great looks at one at Reinita Azul, and another at Mitu. 

White-fronted Tyrannulet – a rare bird, throughout its elevation-restricted range, one turned up in a huge 

mixed flock, at about 1200masl, at Montezuma, vocalizing 

Sooty-headed Tyrannulet – Not uncommon, mostly in disturbed, lowland, habitats 

Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet – one seen well at Reinita Azul was our only encounter 

Black-capped Tyrannulet – a bird of high elevations, we had nice looks at Sumapaz and again at the 

Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Ashy-headed Tyrannulet – one seen at KM 18 

Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet – one on the first day of the day, seen by a couple participants 

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet – fairly common in humid lowlands throughout 

Forest Elaenia – two seen on the main tour in humid lowlands of the Magdalena Valley, one heard at Mitu 

Grey Elaenia – Mitu; common in canopy mixed flocks vocally, we managed nice looks at one pair 

Foothill Elaenia – originally mid-ID’s (by me!) as a Greenish, near Sogamosa Reservoir, the bird began 

calling which attracted further scrutiny. We had great views of it, and it seemed off for Greenish. After the 

bird finally began singing, I realized what we were looking at – the little-known coopmansi subspecies of 

Foothill Elaenia! My first confirmed encounter with the subspecies. 

Greenish Elaenia – only two encounters with singing birds, in forested habitats of Perija and Magdalena 

Yellow-bellied Elaenia – relatively numerous in open, disturbed, habitats throughout 

Mountain Elaenia – a few seen in the Perija range were, oddly, our only definitive sightings 

Brown-capped Tyrannulet – awesome response from an individual at Anchicaya yielded great views 

White-lored Tyrannulet – Mitu; seen well at Mitu Cachiveira, as we entered the tall forest 

White-throated Tyrannulet – surprisingly, the only member of the genus we came across 

Torrent Tyrannulet – individuals seen at Montezuma 

Mouse-colored Tyrannulet – one at Los Besotes was our only 
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Subtropical Doradito – in a breeding display 

*Bronze-olive Pygmy Tyrant  

Rufous-headed Pygmy Tyrant – adorable little bird, wing-snapping in display at the Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Specious Tyrannulet (NE) – really nice views in the Perija 

Slender-footed Tyrannulet – Mitu; fairly common 

Golden-faced Tyrannulet – fairly common throughout subtropics 

Choco Tyrannulet (NE) – one at Anchicaya and another at San Cipriano 

Variegated Bristle Tyrant – nice views of this attractive bird at KM 18 

Marble-faced Bristle Tyrant – a few noted at Montezuma, mostly 

Antioquia Bristle Tyrant (E, En) – only one, seen poorly (heard well) near Rio Claro 

Streak-necked Flycatcher – a couple seen in high elevation subtropic/temperate forest 

Olive-striped Flycatcher – several seen in lower subtropic and foothill forests 

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher – a few seen well in humid lowland forests throughout 

Sepia-capped Flycatcher – only a few seen in humid lowland forests 

Slaty-capped Flycatcher – several seen in mixed flocks throughout subtropics 

Rufous-breasted Flycatcher – nice views of a pair above Bucaramanga 

Northern Scrub Flycatcher – great views of this uncommon bird at Los Besotes 

Amazonian Scrub Flycatcher –  a pair turned up at Urania, showing nicely 

Slender-billed Inezia (NE) – had equally nice looks at this species, as the previous 

Amazonian Inezia – Mitu; relatively colourful for the genus, we enjoyed nice looks near Mitu Cachiveira 

Pale-tipped Inezia – nice looks at this relatively unobtrusive species at Los Besotes 

Bran-colored Flycatcher – a pair in the Perija range, and another in the Magdalena Valley 

Handsome Flycatcher – lots of fun family groups in mixed flocks at Montezuma 

Ornate Flycatcher – an outstanding bird, enjoyed at several locations  

White-eyed Tody-Tyrant – an individual of the zosterops subspecies in white sand at Mitu Cachiveira 

*Black-throated Tody-Tyrant  

Black-capped Pygmy Tyrant – several seen in the Choco lowlands; tied for the smallest passerine! 

Southern Bentbill – awesome views of this strange species near Rio Claro 

Scale-crested Pygmy Tyrant – fairly common in foothill forests 

*Double-banded Pygmy Tyrant 

Pale-eyed Pygmy Tyrant – two responsive individuals in the Perija range and Ocana 

Rufous-crowned Tody-Flycatcher – a pair in the Perija range; always a treat! 

Slate-headed Tody-Flycatcher – two seen en route to Reinita Azul 

Spotted Tody-Flycatcher – just one pair at Mitu 
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Common Tody-Flycatcher – widespread and common 

Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher – responsive pair at Urania put on a show at knee-height! 

Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher – Mitu; a couple responded wonderfully to playback  

*Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher 

Pacific Flatbill – outstanding species, seen well at Anchicaya in the mega mixed flock 

Yellow-olive Flatbill – three subspecies encountered: exortivus, confusus, and cherrei. This genus is a 

taxonomic nightmare, with many species involved. 

Grey-crowned Flatbill – Mitu; fairly common in good forest, especially in canopy flocks 

Zimmer’s Flatbill – Mitu; the neglectus subspecies is unique 

Yellow-margined Flatbill – a couple seen in humid lowlands 

Ochre-lored Flatbill – a few seen at various sites 

White-crested Spadebill – Mitu; one seen by some participants at Tayasu 

Cinnamon Flycatcher -  a few in various locations, including the Perija  

Fuscous Flycatcher – duidae subspecies seen at Mitu, a sure split from the cabinisi ssp at Los Besotes 

Black Phoebe – widespread at streams 

Olive-sided Flycatcher (NT) – one in the Perija range 

Smoke-coloured Pewee – a few seen 

Western Wood Pewee – several seen  

Tropical Pewee – a few in the Magdalena Valley environs 

Acadian Flycatcher – several seen 

Vermilion Flycatcher – fairly common 

Streak-throated Bush Tyrant – attractive, large, flycatcher seen at high elevations 

*Smoky Bush Tyrant  

White-headed Marsh Tyrant – a few seen at low, wetland sites  

Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant – one responded at the Perija range 

Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant – always a beauty! A few seen at various sites 

Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant – very photogenic individuals in the Perija, and a few elsewhere 

Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant – a pair seen at the Fuertes’s Parrot site were our only sightings 

Long-tailed Tyrant – awesome little bird seen en route to Reinita Azul and at Anchicaya 

Cattle Tyrant – common at lowlands, except for Mitu 

Piratic Flycatcher – Mitu; only a few seen, several heard 

Rusty-margined Flycatcher – widespread at humid lowland forest sites throughout 

Social Flycatcher – locally common only at open, drier, sites 

Dusky-chested Flycatcher – Mitu; nice scope views of this rare species! 
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Great Kiskadee - common 

*Yellow-throated Flycatcher  

White-ringed Flycatcher – a pair at lower Anchicaya came very close! 

Golden-crowned Flycatcher – several seen in the subtropics 

Streaked Flycatcher – a few at lowland sites like Rio Claro and Anchicaya 

Boat-billed Flycatcher – common in the lowlands 

Sulphury Flycatcher – Mitu; several seen well in palm groves 

Variegated Flycatcher – Mitu; odd record for the season, austral migrant 

Crowned Slaty Flycatcher – Mitu; another odd record for the season, austral migrant 

Tropical Kingbird - ubiquitous 

White-throated Kingbird – Mitu; yet another odd record for the season, austral migrant 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher – a stunner, seen at many places 

Grey Kingbird – seen around Valledupar 

*Greyish Mourner 

Short-crested Flycatcher – Mitu; common in open areas 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher – fairly common in lowland forested areas 

Venezuelan Flycatcher – one seen well at Los Besotes 

Short-crested Flycatcher 

Great Crested Flycatcher – several at Los Besotes and a few elsewhere in the Magdalena Valley 

Citron-bellied Attila – Mitu; one seen by a couple of participants at Mitu Cachiveira 

*Bright-rumped Attila  

COTINGAS     11 

Red-crested Cotinga – several seen at high elevation sites, including males displaying! 

*Barred Fruiteater  

Golden-breasted Fruiteater (NE) – at in the Perija range 

Andean Cock-of-the-rock – one female see at Montezuma 

Guianan Cock-of-the-rock – Mitu; only one male at the lek at Ceima, due to a raptor coming in for a chase 

Spangled Cotinga – Mitu; several seen well 

Pompadour Cotinga – Mitu; one seen in flight at Mitu Cachiveira 

Dusky Piha – individual seen above Bucaramanga singing! Another at the Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Screaming Piha – Mitu; not singing this time of year, but a couple seen  

Purple-throated Fruitcrow – several seen at Santa Cecilia and again at San Cipriano 

Amazonian Umbrellabird - Mitu; awesome looks at a few! 

MANAKINS     16 
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Saffron-crested Tyrant-Manakin – Mitu; great views of two singing males! 

Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin – though not singing, we had a few turn up in fruiting trees 

Yellow-headed Manakin (DD) – this rare, localized bird allowed nice, prolonged looks, at La Romera 

Lance-tailed Manakin – great views of a few at Los Besotes! 

Golden-winged Manakin – cool bird! Nice looks at a few at Reinita Azul and Montezuma 

Black Manakin – Mitu; one female aat Mitu Cachiveira 

Green Manakin – seldom seen species turned up in a fruiting tree amidst a mixed flock at Anchicaya 

Blue-crowned Manakin – two subspecies seen: miniscula and carbonata 

Yellow-crested (crowned) Manakin – Mitu; great views very close at Mitu Cachiveira! 

White-bearded Manakin – Mitu; several seen 

Golden-collared Manakin (NE) – lots of nice sightings of this beautiful bird at Montezuma, Anchicaya, etc 

Club-winged Manakin – only two seen this tour, one at Montezuma and another at Anchicaya 

Western Striped Manakin – a beauty! The nominate subspecies seen at Mitu, and antioquiae at Rio Claro 

White-crowned Manakin – Mitu; nominate subspecies at Mitu Cachiveira 

*Red-capped Manakin 

Golden-headed Manakin – great looks at males in Perija range, and at Mitu. Erythrocephalus and 

berlepschi subspecies (only two recognised) seen 

TITYRAS, BECARDS      13 

*Northern Royal Flycatcher  

Whiskered Myiobius – seen well in a mixed flock at Anchicaya; uncommon 

Black-crowned Tityra – a few seen in humid lowlands 

Black-tailed Tityra – Mitu; the default tityra here 

Masked Tityra – several seen at humid lowland sites 

White-browed Purpletuft – Mitu; awesome scope views of a family group hawking insects! 

Barred Becard – pairs of this handsome species seen at Perija and Montezuma 

Cinereous Becard – great show of this scarce bird at Perija! 

Cinnamon Becard – fairly common in humid lowlands, except Mitu 

White-winged Becard – a few seen at Montezuma 

*Black-capped Becard  

Black-and-white Becard – great response from this scarce species at Ocana!   

One-colored Becard – two seen in the Sogamosa Reservoir vicinity 

VIREOS & GREENLETS      14 

Rufous-browed Peppershrike – almost ubiquitous by voice, with several seen at various sites 

*Black-billed Peppershrike  
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*Yellow-browed Shrike-Vireo (NE)  

Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo – mind-blowing encounter with a few of these beauties at Anchicaya 

Choco Vireo (NE, En) – one of the prize birds of the trip, nice views of a pair at Montezuma 

Brown-capped Vireo – a few seen in the subtropics at various sites 

Red-eyed Vireo – common at Mitu, where difficult to discern between Chivi and Red-eyed.  

Lemon-chested Greenlet – Mitu; two seen in canopy mixed flocks 

Brown-headed Greenlet – Mitu; decent looks at this white sand specialist at Mitu Cachiveira 

Rufous-naped Greenlet – many wonderful looks at individuals attending flocks at various sites 

Golden-fronted Greenlet – one seen in the canopy overhead above Minaure, Perija 

Dusky-capped Greenlet – Mitu; a few in canopy mixed flocks at Tayasu 

Scrub Greenlet – cooperative family group came in nicely at Los Besotes 

*Lesser Greenlet 

CROWS & JAYS     4 

Black-collared Jay (NE) – stellar views of this beauty above Bucaramanga! 

Black-chested Jay – fairly widespread in lowlands, except Mitu 

Azure-naped Jay (NE) – Mitu; magnificent run-ins with two separate family groups, one with 13 birds in 

the flock!  

Inca Jay – fairly common in subtropics throughout 

SWALLOWS & MARTINS      10 

Sand Martin – Mitu; one in a flock over the river, probably more around 

White-winged Swallow – several in the Magdalena Valley and Mitu 

Grey-breasted Martin – common at lowland sites, including towns 

Brown-chested Martin – migrating group of the Magdalena was a nice sight! 

Blue-and-white Swallow – default swallow of towns and agriculture in the Andes 

Brown-bellied Swallow – several seen at Sumapaz, over the paramo 

White-thighed Swallow – a few at Rio Claro and Anchicaya 

White-banded Swallow – Mitu; several of this elegant species seen at Urania and La Libertad 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow – common and ubiquitous up through subtropics 

Barn Swallow – several migratory groups encountered 

WRENS      23 

White-headed Wren (NE) – good looks at small family group at Anchicaya 

*Band-backed Wren  

Stripe-backed Wren (NE) – pair seen well near Valledupar 

Bicoloured Wren – many seen 
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Rufous Wren – several in an entertaining family group above Bucaramanga 

Sepia-brown (Sharpe’s) Wren – few in a mixed flock at Montezuma 

*Sedge Wren  

Apolinar's Wren (E, En) – nice looks at the very rare hernandezi subspecies at Sumapaz 

Sooty-headed Wren (NE) – one at Montezuma showed for a few, other pair seen well at Anchicaya 

Black-bellied Wren – fabulous looks at this handsome species at Rio Claro 

Whiskered Wren – finally ended up with views for everyone, with some effort 

Coraya Wren  - Mitu; a pair responded well at La Libertad 

Rufous-breasted Wren – nice views in the Perija range 

*Rufous-and-white Wren  

Niceforo’s Wren (E, Cr) – great views of a responsive male at Reinita Azul! 

Bay Wren – nice looks at a pair at Rio Claro, others at Anchicaya 

Stripe-throated Wren – fine views of a responsive pair at Anchicaya 

House Wren - common 

Mountain Wren – a few seen at various highland sites 

*White-breasted Wood Wren  

Grey-breasted Wood Wren – various subspecies seen: manastarae, brunneiceps, and leucophrys 

Southern Nightingale-Wren – Mitu; a pair came right out to forage along a creek at Tayasu 

Chestnut-breasted Wren – my favourite song; looks obtained for most of this wonderful bird! 

DONACOBIUS     1 

Black-capped Donacobius – pair in the Magdalena Valley singing and showing nicely 

GNATCATCHERS      4 

*Collared Gnatwren  

*Tawny-faced Gnatwren 

Long-billed Gnatwren – seen very well at KM 18, where higher in elevation than expected 

Slate-throated Gnatcatcher – One was seen in a large mixed flock with Sapayoa 

Tropical Gnatcatcher – not uncommon at a few sites 

MOCKINGBIRDS, THRASHES     1 

Tropical Mockingbird  

THRUSHES     17 

Andean Solitaire – heard in many places but only seen once, at Cerro Montezuma 

Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush – one seen at Ocana, singing beautifully 

Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush – several near El Dorado 

Grey-cheeked Thrush – lovely views of one individual at Reinita Azul 
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Swainson's Thrush – numerous and widespread 

Black Solitaire (NE) – a few seen at Montezuma!  

Yellow-legged Thrush – several seen well at a few locations 

Pale-vented Thrush – a few at Reinita Azul 

Great Thrush – common in highlands 

Glossy-black Thrush – a few seen in the Perija 

Black-hooded Thrush – a few seen in the Perija 

Pale-breasted Thrush – a few in the Perija range 

Black-billed Thrush – common in lowlands 

Lawrence’s Thrush – often heard, but seldom seen, we had great views at Mitu! 

Clay-colored Thrush – seen well at Perija 

Spectacled Thrush – one gave great views at Minaure, Perija 

White-necked Thrush – two seen on the tour, one at Anchicaya and the other at Mitu 

DIPPERS   1 

White-capped Dipper 

FINCHES     16 

Lesser Goldfinch – a few seen around Reinita Azul and Ocana 

Yellow-bellied Siskin – a pair near Reinita Azul 

Andean Siskin (NE) – gorgeous male on the ground at a roadcut, eating minerals at Sumapaz 

Plumbeous Euphonia – Mitu; great views of a few at La Libertad and Mitu Cachiveira 

Trinidad Euphonia – a pair seen well at Los Besotes 

Orange-crowned Euphonia – a pair at Santa Cecilia was a nice addition! 

Thick-billed Euphonia – widespread, relatively common in lowlands 

Golden-rumped Euphonia – stunning bird seen very well at Reinita Azul! 

Fulvous-vented Euphonia – splendid views of this colourful little bird at Rio Claro 

White-lored (Golden-bellied) Euphonia – Mitu; several seen well 

White-vented Euphonia – including a pair seen below Reinita Azul, building a nest 

Orange-bellied Euphonia – numerous in subtropics 

Rufous-bellied Euphonia –Mitu; one the participants’ favourite birds at Mitu, given the wonderful views 

Yellow-collared Chlorophonia (NE) – literally dozens at Montezuma! 

Blue-naped Chlorophonia – view at Reinita Azul 

Chestnut-breasted Chlorophonia – outstanding views of this gorgeous bird at Montezuma! 

NEW WORLD WARBLERS      28 

Louisiana Waterthrush – one foraged out in the open near Sogamosa Reservoir 
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Black-and-white Warbler – a few seen at various places 

Prothonotary Warbler – several seen well in the Perija range 

Tennessee Warbler – many seen in the Perija, Ocana, and Bucaramanga area 

American Redstart – many seen, including at Mitu; where it was a new species for the local guides 

Cerulean Warbler (Vu) – a few seen well at a variety of sites 

Tropical Parula – a good number seen at lowland forested sites 

Bay-breasted Warbler – a few seen well in the Magdalena Valley and Anchicaya 

Blackburnian Warbler – common in the subtropics 

American Yellow Warbler – only a few seen at Los Besotes and in the Perija 

Blackpoll Warbler – one at Los Besotes, many at Mitu 

Citrine Warbler – fun little birds seen above Bucaramanga 

Black-crested Warbler – common at higher elevations 

Buff-rumped Warbler – several seen this tour, always at streams or rivers 

Choco Warbler – seen briefly at Montezuma, and very well at Anchicaya 

Grey-throated Warbler (NE) – quite a few seen well in Perija and at Ocana 

Russet-crowned Warbler – a pair seen at KM 18 

Rufous-capped Warbler – a good many seen well; very charismatic bird 

Golden-crowned Warbler – several seen well at a few different locations 

Three-striped Warbler – good numbers mostly at Reinita Azul and Montezuma 

Slate-throated Whitestart – common and widespread 

Golden-fronted Whitestart (NE) – several seen well at higher elevations in the East and Central Andes 

OROPENDOLAS, ORIOLES & BLACKBIRDS     23 

Eastern Meadowlark – a few seen in high elevation agricultural areas 

Red-breasted Blackbird – only brief views on the main tour en route to Ocana, great looks at Mitu 

Yellow-billed Cacique – Several seen well in the Perija range 

Chestnut-headed Oropendola – numerous in western lowlands 

Green Oropendola – Mitu; a great bird! Seen at Urania 

Russet-backed Oropendola – common in foothills and subtropics 

Olive Oropendola – Mitu; another spectacular bird seen well at Mitu, at a few sites 

Crested Oropendola – only two seen at Mitu, but many seen on the main tour 

Baudo Oropendola (E, En) – fabulous species we made the special to Santa Cecilia for; a dozen seen! 

Yellow-rumped Cacique – only a few at Rio Claro 

Subtropical Cacique – many at Reinita Azul and Montezuma 

Yellow-tailed Oriole – one seen well near Sogamosa Reservoir 
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Epaulet Oriole – Mitu; common 

Orange-crowned Oriole – a pair showed off for us at Sogamosa Reservoir 

Yellow-backed Oriole – several seen well, especially in the Perija range 

Yellow Oriole – common at Los Besotes, and a few at Laguna de Sonsa 

Baltimore Oriole – a few migrants seen at Reinita Azul and elsewhere 

Giant Cowbird – a few seen in lowland areas 

Shiny Cowbird – not uncommon, especially in agriculatural areas of the Magdalena Valley 

Carib Grackle – several seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Great-tailed Grackle – a few around Buenaventura; invasive exotic 

Red-bellied Grackle (E, En) – an impressive small flock at La Romera obliged us with awesome views! 

Colombian Mountain Grackle (E, En) – amazing views of a few in a mixed flock above Bucaramanga 

BANANAQUIT      1 

Bananaquit – common and widespread 

BUNTINGS, NEW WORLD SPARROWS & ALLIES      20 

Rufous-collared Sparrow – common and widespread 

Yellow-browed Sparrow – Mitu; common in open and disturbed areas 

Pectoral Sparrow – Mitu; three individuals responded, at different spots, Mitu Cachiveira trail 

Orange-billed Sparrow – one seen at Anchicaya 

Golden-winged Sparrow (NE) – wonderful views of this handsome sparrow above Minaure, Perija 

Chestnut-capped Brush Finch – several nice views of this widespread bird of the subtropics 

Black-headed Brush Finch (NE) – most clients had good views at Reinita Azul, or Anchicaya 

Perija Brush Finch (E) – the toughest of the Perija endemics; nice views afforded after a bit of work 

Grey-browed Brush Finch – outstandingly obliging pair near Sumapaz 

Olive Finch (NT) – a surprise for us was to learn that a pair has been habituated to rice, at Montezuma!  

Moustached Brush Finch (E) – several fine views of this endemicat Ocana, and again above Bucaramanga 

White-naped Brush Finch – nice looks at a pair at La Romera 

Pale-naped Brush Finch – fine pair seen the morning at Observatorio de colibries, before our flight to Mitu 

Choco Brush Finch (NE) – numerous at Montezuma and Anchicaya 

Black-fronted Brush Finch (NE) – common in the Perija range 

Slaty Brush Finch – several in the Perija range, and again above Bucaramanga in mixed flocks 

Common Bush Tanager – ponsi, eminens, and flavopectus ssp. seen 

Dusky Bush Tanager (NE) – a few seen in mixed flocks at Montezuma 

Yellow-throated Bush Tanager – fairly common in mixed flocks at Anchicaya, and lower Montezuma 

Ashy-throated Bush Tanager – a few seen above Bucaramanga and again at Reinita Azul 
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TANAGERS & ALLIES     114 

Black-faced Tanager – a few had views of a small family group of this species in the Perija range 

Magpie Tanager – Mitu; fairly common in disturbed areas, but no less impressive for being so! 

White-capped Tanager (Vu) – one of the best experiences of the tour – a huge family group of 13 

responded in spectacular fashion, to playback, at the Fuertes’s Parrot site!! 

Dusky-faced Tanager – nice looks at several humid lowland sites 

Black-capped Hemispingus – great views in mixed flocks above Bucaramanga 

Superciliaried Hemispingus – family group responded to playback at Observatorio de colibries 

Oleaginous Hemispingus – nice looks at a few in a mixed flock above Bucaramanga 

Black-eared Hemispingus – uncommon in Colombia, we had nice views of several above Bucaramanga 

Fulvous-headed Tanager (NE) – a rare bird throughout its limited range, we had lovely looks at Perija! 

Grey-headed Tanager – coming the feeder at Reinita Azul! 

Flame-crested Tanager – Mitu; nice views, including scope looks, at Tayasu 

Fulvous-crested Tanager – Mitu; fairly common in mixed flocks 

White-shouldered Tanager – a few seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Tawny-crested Tanager – ridiculously abundant at Anchicaya and San Cipriano; flocks of up to 40! 

Red-shouldered Tanager – Mitu; one showed nicely at Urania! 

White-lined Tanager – several seen at humid lowland sites 

*Fulvous Shrike-Tanager 

Crimson-backed Tanager – stunning bird, and fairly common 

Masked Crimson Tanager – Mitu; rare here! Stunning bird 

Silver-beaked Tanager – Mitu; common 

Flame-rumped Tanager (E) – relatively common at Montezuma and Anchicaya 

Lemon-rumped Tanager – fairly common in humid lowlands, except Mitu 

Blue-grey Tanager – common and widespread 

Glaucous Tanager (NE) – a few seen very well at Los Besotes 

Blue-capped Tanager – common in Perija and above Bucaramanga 

Palm Tanager – common and widespread 

Black-and-gold Tanager (E, Vu) – numerous at Montezuma, where common! 

Gold-chested Tanager (NE) – great looks at several of this special species at Anchicaya! 

Hooded Mountain Tanager – seen well at the Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Lacrimose Mountain Tanager – many of the Perija subspecies, pallididorsalis, seen well among others 

Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager – several of this stunning species noted at highland sites 

Blue-winged Mountain Tanager – a few in mixed flocks, and a pair coming to feeders at KM 18! 
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Buff-breasted Mountain Tanager – two subspecies seen: carrikeri and taeniata 

Purplish-mantled Tanager (NE, NT) – stunner! Wonderful views at Montezuma 

Fawn-breasted Tanager – one in the Perija range, where considered rare 

Glistening-green Tanager (NE) – real stunners shining in mixed flocks at Montezuma 

Multicoloured Tanager (E, Vu) – coming to feeders at KM 18!!! Spectacular colors 

Plain-coloured Tanager – a few seen in the Magdalena Valley 

Grey-and-gold Tanager – a scarce bird found in middle elevations at Anchicaya 

Turquoise Tanager – Mitu; several seen in disturbed areas 

Paradise Tanager – Mitu; crippling views of these glowing, gaudy birds most days 

Blue-whiskered Tanager (NE, NT) – awesome species, and unforgettable scope-filling views at San 

Cipriano! 

Green-and-gold Tanager  - Mitu; a few seen in mixed flocks 

Emerald Tanager – fine views enjoyed by all, after some work sifting through mixed flocks at Anchicaya 

Golden Tanager – gorgeous, widespread in subtropics 

Silver-throated Tanager – fairly common at Montezuma and Anchicaya 

Saffron-crowned Tanager – stunners coming to the feeding station at KM 18 

Flame-faced Tanager – a few at Montezuma and KM 18; beautiful species! 

Yellow-bellied Tanager – Mitu; only two seen in a fruiting tree at Urania 

Speckled Tanager – only two noted at Ocana and above Bucaramanga 

Rufous-throated Tanager (NE) – wonderful views at Anchicaya 

Bay-headed Tanager – fairly common in humid lowlands and foothills 

Rufous-winged Tanager – several seen well at Anchicaya and San Cipriano 

Scrub Tanager (NE) – not uncommon at Ocana, Bucaramanga, and Reinita Azul 

Golden-naped Tanager – lovely birds coking to feeders at KM 18 

Metallic-green Tanager – two run-ins with this uncommon species above Bucaramanga and Montezuma 

Blue-necked Tanager – beautiful, common species of disturbed foothills and lowlands 

Golden-hooded Tanager – common in humid lowlands, except Mitu 

Masked Tanager – Mitu; seen frequently during our visit here 

Beryl-spangled Tanager – fairly common in subtropic and highland flocks 

Blue-and-black Tanager – only seen at Observatorio de Colibries before flight to Mitu 

Black-capped Tanager – several seen in the subtropics  

Black-headed Tanager – shockingly numerous on this tour; we had several in the Perija range and Ocana! 

Opal-rumped Tanager – Mitu; a few seen well in mixed flocks 

Swallow Tanager – Mitu; several perched up at Tayasu and Urania 
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White-bellied Dacnis – Mitu; this rare species was oddly numerous in mixed flocks during our visit! 

Black-faced Dacnis – Mitu; a few of this pretty species seen during our visit 

Yellow-tufted Dacnis (NE) – stunning views of this looker near the Sogamosa reservoir and Rio Claro 

Yellow-bellied Dacnis – Mitu; a good few showed nicely along the river 

Turquoise Dacnis (E, Vu) – right in the garden Reinita Azul! 

Scarlet-thighed Dacnis – really attractive species noted at Santa Cecilia and Anchicaya 

Blue Dacnis – common at humid lowland sites 

Short-billed Honeycreeper – Mitu; spectacular views of a few, including with direct comparison to Purple 

Purple Honeycreeper – a few on the main tour, and many at Mitu 

Red-legged Honeycreeper – only two on the main tour at Mitu Cachiveira 

Green Honeycreeper – common at humid lowland sites 

Scarlet-browed Tanager – fine looks at a family group at Anchicaya were our only encounter 

Yellow-backed Tanager – nice looks at several humid lowland sites 

White-eared Conebill – only one seen low in the Perija range 

Rufous-browed Conebill (NE) – only turned up at Sumapaz, near treeline 

Blue-backed Conebill – awesome views of a few in mixed flocks at high elevations 

Capped Conebill – only a couple noted above Bucaramanga and Montezuma 

Glossy Flowerpiercer – nice views at the Fuertes’s Parrot site 

Black Flowerpiercer – seen at several high elevation sites, near treeline 

White-sided Flowerpiercer – common in Perija, and a few at Montezuma 

Indigo Flowerpiercer (NE) – only three showed at Montezuma this year 

Bluish Flowerpiercer – fairly common in subtropics  

Masked Flowerpiercer – robbing nectar from hummingbird feeders at Perija and elsewhere 

Black-backed Bush Tanager – 3 in a mixed flock at PNN Los Nevados 

Grey Pileated Finch – fabulous views of one at Los Besotes was a treat! 

Plumbeous Sierra Finch – one at Sumapaz 

*Slaty Finch  

Saffron Finch - common 

Grassland Yellow Finch – a few in the field en route to the Fuertes’s Parrot 

Slate-colored Grosbeak – Mitu; scope views of a singing bird! 

Buff-throated Saltator - common 

Greyish Saltator – only seen on a few days in arid sites 

Black-winged Saltator (NE) – awesome views of a family group coming to feeders at KM 18 

Streaked Saltator – fairly common in Perija and Magdalena Valley 
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Blue-black Grassquit – common in lowlands 

Grey Seedeater – a pair en route to Reinita Azul 

Black-and-white Seedeater – several in the Perija range showed nicely, singing! 

Lined Seedeater – Mitu; nice looks at a few in grassland of La Libertad 

Yellow-bellied Seedeater – fairly common in subtropics 

Ruddy-breasted Seedeater – a pair in the open areas below Reinita Azul 

Chestnut-bellied Seedeater – Mitu; numerous in open areas 

Thick-billed Seed Finch – a few at humid lowland sites, except Mitu, where replaced by following speces 

Chestnut-bellied Seed Finch- Mitu; a few perched up nicely 

Large-billed Seed Finch – nice species! Seen well at Sogamosa Reservoir 

Paramo Seedeater – a pair showed, feeding along the two-track, above treeline at Perija 

Dull-coloured Grassquit – several at Perija, and Reinita Azul 

Yellow-faced Grassquit – a few below Reinita Azul, and elsewhere 

Black-faced Grassquit – one pair, nest-building, at Los Besotes 

Plushcap – awesome looks at one of these special birds, that popped out in full view for us above 

Bucaramanga! 

GROSBEAKS, SALTATORS & ALLIES      11 

Tooth-billed Tanager – not uncommon in subtropics at a few sites 

Scarlet Tanager – one seen at Los Besotes, and another at Mitu 

Summer Tanager – common boreal migrant to subtropics and lowlands 

Sooty Ant Tanager (E, NT) – great looks near Rio Claro, in full song! 

Crested Ant Tanager (E) – unforgettable experience with a flock of these beauties at Montezuma! 

Lemon-spectacled Tanager (NE) – a pair of these often shy birds put on a show at Anchicaya 

Ochre-breasted Tanager (NE) – a few turned up in a massive mixed flock at Anchicaya 

Golden Grosbeak – one near Observatorio de Colibries was our only 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak – several in fruiting trees at Perija and Reinita Azul 

*Vermilion Cardinal (NE)  

*Rothschild’s Grosbeak  

 

 

MAMMALS      15 

White-footed [Silvery Brown] Tamarin (E)  

Mottle-faced Tamarin  

Collared Titi (NE)  
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Colombia Red Howler Monkey  

Black-capped Squirrel Monkey 

North Amazon Red Squirrel  

Red-tailed Squirrel 

Andean Squirrel (E)  

Amazon Dwarf Squirrel 

Central American Dwarf Squirrel  

Santander Dwarf Squirrel (E)  

Choco Dwarf Squirrel (E)  

Neotropical Pygmy Squirrel 

Central American Agouti 

Black Agouti 

Tayra 
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